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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE TOWN OF STRATHAM
TELEPHONE NUMBERS: (* denotes an emergency number)
Fire Department (to report fire) 9 1 1 *
EMS Emergency Number (ambulance) 911*
Fire House business number (not to report fire) 772-9756
Fire Chief. 772-8215
Police Department (emergency number) 911*
Police Department (business number) 778-9691
Animal Control 772-6047
Town Clerk/Tax Collector 772-4741
Selectmen's Office/Town Administrator 772-7391
Highway Department 772-5550
Building Inspector/CE.0 772-7391
Wiggin Memorial Library 772-4346
Historical Society 778-0434
Recreation Commission (Mike Maskwa, Chair) 778-2318
Stratham Memorial School 772-5413
Exeter Region Coop. School District (main switchboard) 778-7772
Superintendent, SAU #16 775-8653
TOWN OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am to 4:00 pm (closed holidays)
HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOURS:
Tuesdays 9 am- 1 1:30 am; Thursdays 2 pm- 4 pm; 1st Sunday of month 2 pm-4 pm
STRATHAM TRANSFER STATION HOURS:
Saturdays only 9 am - 4 pm (winter - November - April, 1st and 3rd Saturdays)
MEETINGS/SCHEDULES:
Selectmen's Meetings: Mondays 7:30 pm (except legal holidays)
Volunteer Fire Department: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 8 pm Business Meeting
2nd (firefighter) & 4th (EMS) Tuesdays Training
Planning Board: 1
st & 3rd Wednesdays of month - 7:30 pm
Board of Adjustment: Tuesdays, Upon Request
Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector: Monday - Friday 9am - 12 noon
Fair Committee: Last Wednesday of Month 7:30 pm at Fire House







Selectmen, Town Clerk, Tax Collector,














A town is made up of many different people. Of these people, a small number choose to
serve their community by participating in its governance. Still fewer dedicate a large portion of
their lives to making their town a better place to live. Joe Derwiecki is one who has made this
commitment to public service over the long term and represents a core of people who create the
fabric of this community.
Joe began his involvement by serving on the Board of Adjustment in 1979. By 1981, he
was member of the Planning Board, which he continued until 1999. During this period, he
presided as Chairman from 1988 to 1995. Many find his tenure on the Planning Board as one of
the most crucial periods in the formation of Stratham's future. Two major revisions and
adoptions of the Town's Zoning Ordinance and Master Plan occurred between 1981 and 1999
resulting from the tremendous growth experienced in the Seacoast area during that time. Joe's
corporate knowledge of this growth and the Town's response to it are invaluable to today's
members of the Planning Board who seek his counsel when the original spirit and intent of these
important documents are being interpreted. As with many things related to growth and planning,
his guidance has come full circle by now serving again on the Board of Adjustment. As
Stratham's longtime Commissioner to the Rockingham Planning Commission, Joe has
maintained a regional vision necessary to respond to the challenges of change.
Joe Derwiecki came with his wife Irene to live in Stratham as part of his civil service
career with the Department of Defense. While working at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, he
rose to the position of Director of Industrial Relations. It was his ability to connect with people
in order to reach common ground between two or more groups, be they residents and developers,
labor or management, which enabled him to be successful in resolving issues by consensus. At a
time when compromise seems to be a dying art, we can all look to people like Joe Derwiecki
who challenge us to seek the common good over personal interests thereby making Stratham a
better place to live for all. Thank you Joe.
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Chief Robert O. Law
First Assistant Chief R. Stanley Walker
Second Assistant Chief Fred Hutton, Jr.
Captain Kevin Rowe





Chief Steward Alan Choiniere
Rescue - Captain Mike Watkins
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*Resigned effective 9/1/00. Stephen Johnson is completing the unexpired term.
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John A. Hutton III, Chairman
Michael Keane, Vice Chairman
Kenneth Cornwell
Carolyn Rowe










*Timothy Mason is completing Carolyn Rowe's unexpired alternate's term.
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Neil Rowe, Chairman term expires 2001
Christopher Rowe, Sr., Vice Chairman term expires 2003
George D. Cooper term expires 2003
Joseph Derwiecki term expires 2002
Bruce Barker term expires 2001
Graeme Mann, Alternate term expires 2003
Joseph Downey, Alternate term expires 2002
Bruno Federico, Alternate* term expires 2001

















*Richard Grimes is completing Jim Cushman's unexpired alternate's term.
RECREATION COMMISSION
Michael Maskwa, Chairman term expires 2001
Debra Bailey term expires 2001
Tom Burwell term expires 2001
Anne Moreau term expires 2002
Laura Batchelder term expires 2003
Caren Gallagher term expires 2002
Kevin Peck term expires 2002
Susan Klatt term expires 2003










Robert Hillery, School Board's Rep.
Cameron Sewall
HERITAGE COMMISSION
James Scamman, Jr., Chairman
Peter Wiggin
Kirk Scamman, Selectmen's Rep.



















The year 2000 brought many changes within the Town of Stratham. David Short was newly
elected to the Board of Selectmen for a three-year term while Graeme Mann completed his
appointment as Selectmen. We thank Graeme for being willing and able to fill the short-term
vacancy on the Board. We welcome Dave Short in his first year as a perfect complement to a
productive well-balanced Board.
The Stevens property, which the Town purchased in 1999, has been reclaimed by R.S. Audley
this past year. The Recreation Commission conducted a town-wide survey to help determine the
final use of this area. The Highway Department, which is located adjacent to the Stevens
property, will be using a small portion of the land. Because of EPA requirements to completely
cover salt storage to protect groundwater, we are looking to build a 4000-5000 yard salt storage
building next to the Highway Department lot. The Recreation Commission hopes to have a
master plan for the remainder of the property by next year.
The Highway Department has purchased several new pieces of equipment this year. This
included a new dump truck with plows and sander, a mower for the cemetery, and a tractor for
roadside mowing. Because of the growth in town and the addition of several new roads to
maintain, the Department has added to its crew of employees. There are now five full-time
employees with the Department who maintain the roads, cemeteries, transfer station, and other
public properties in town. The Highway Department has successfully expanded its crack sealing
program to extend the life of town roads before having to repave them. This is very important as
the number and age of our highways continue to grow. Planning for a new public works facility
to meet the demands of the future has started and engineering work will be necessary in the
coming months.
The Police Department has leased three new cars again this past year. This lease/purchase
program has been very successful for the Town by providing reliable vehicles in a cost effective
manner. Once again, we were able to purchase new protective vests for department members
with the help of a federal grant. Due to the success of the last Citizens Academy, which provides
insights into the workings of law enforcement and into the skills and training necessary to be a
police officer, the Academy is currently being offered again in January 2001. It has been well
received as evidenced by the healthy enrollment.
The Stratham Volunteer Fire Department has received their new fire truck, which will be
replacing Engine #7. The membership donated S50,000 towards the purchase of this new truck
with the remaining sums coming from the Town's capital reserve funds. The department
members are now training on the use of the truck, which should serve the Town well for many
years to come. The Department has been working on systematic billing procedures for
ambulance services having been granted approval from the Town to do so last year. Once the
appropriate authorities have certified these procedures, the billing process will be implemented
to help underwrite the costs of these services.
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The Planning Board agendas continue to be very busy with several new developments having
been approved. Because of the complexity of many of the proposals being presented and the
procedures involved, the Board is asking to hire a town planner on a part-time basis. The
planning process will benefit from this service by providing better continuity and coordination.
The Library continues to expand its services to the citizens of Stratham. The circulation and
diversity of materials continues to increase. A web site has been created at www.wigginml.org .
This site informs the public of new literature as well as upcoming events offered at the library. It
will also have a variety of information of interest to the community. New handicap-assisted
doors were installed at the library entrance to enable all residents of Stratham access to the
Wiggin Memorial Library and its numerous resources. Library Director Lesley Gaudreau and
the library staff have done a great job of providing Stratham residents with a vibrant and growing
library.
An official Town website, which was developed by the Economic Development Committee is
near completion. It is located at www.Strathamnh.org . The purpose of the website is to help
attract new businesses to the Town thereby increasing our tax base. You will find the site well
done, informative, and well representative of our community. The Committee helped foster the
formation of a Stratham Business Association this past year. This association plans to develop a
positive business environment in Stratham.
The Recreation Commission continues to thrive and expand the many activities they offer. The
registrations for children's sports teams continue to increase. A new lacrosse program was
added to the spring sports offered to the elementary students. Several successful concerts were
also arranged by Commission members including Beatle Juice and the Air Force Band. More
concerts are being planned for this coming summer. As a result, members are promoting plans to
put a permanent roof over the stage at Stratham Hill Park. By making the stage more accessible,
it is hoped that more community groups will be able to use the stage all summer long. Funding
for the effort is being attempted using private donated funds. An article is contained in the 2001
Warrant to authorize the construction.
The Conservation Commission has received a grant from the State Coastal Program for up to
$75,000 to clean out the Mill Pond. This will improve water quality and water supply for the
Fire Department. The grant requires a $50,000 match from the Town. Plans are being made this
winter to start work later this year. The Conservation Commission also ran a composting bin
sale, which was well received by the residents of Stratham. The Commission plans on selling
bins again in the year 2001
.
The Heritage Commission and the Stratham Hill Park Association have been working with the
Selectmen to build a Veterans Memorial Garden at Stratham Hill Park. A design has been
approved which will enhance the existing memorial by recognizing Stratham veterans from all
wars. Site work has begun with the hope of having the memorial built in the spring for a
dedication on Memorial Day, should Town Meeting approve funding the project.
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The Town Office has finished implementing new computer and accounting systems. With the
addition of a new position this past year, the office is able to better serve the public in an
efficient and friendly manner. New laptop computers were also obtained for the Supervisors of
the Checklist and Ballot Clerks for the elections in 2000. Because of quickly rising property
values in the Seacoast area, town assessed values have lagged behind market values. We are
proposing a revaluation of all properly" in town over a three-year period in order to insure fairness
and equity to all taxpayers. With the recent events associated with the Statewide Property Tax to
fund education, the need for up-to-date and accurate assessment information has been shown to
be critical. We feel it prudent to update our 1994 assessments now due to our continued reliance
on the Property Tax. Funding this effort by the use of funds from last year's surplus should have
little effect on the current tax rate.
The Board of Selectmen wishes to thank the residents and taxpayers of Stratham for their
continued support during this past year. A special thank you is owed to the many volunteers who
contribute their time and talents towards the betterment of the Town in so many ways. We invite
the public to attend and participate at our weekly Selectmen's meetings held Monday nights at







MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 14, 2000
The ballot clerks were sworn in at 7:50 am. The Assistant Moderator Jerry Howard, opened the
polls at 7:58 am, and read the notice from the Board of Selectmen of the receipt of a protest
petition relative to articles 3, 14, & 15. The notice reads as follows:
"The Selectmen hereby give notice of receipt of three separate protest petitions
regarding Articles 3, 14, and 15 which appear in the 2000 Town Warrant. Having
received such petitions on March 2, 2000, which is at least 7 days prior to start of
Town Meeting, and having determined that said petitions meet the other statutory
requirements of RSA 675:5 I-a, we, the Selectmen of Stratham, affirm that a
favorable vote of 2/3 of all members of the legislative body present and voting
shall be required to act upon the said Articles.
We further order that a copy of this notice shall be posted at the polling place and
that the moderator shall announce at the opening of the Town Meeting that a
protest petition has been received and certified by us, The Board of Selectmen.
Witness our hands and seal this thirteenth day of March 2000 and attest.
Kirk Scamman, Martin Wool, Graeme Mann, Stratham Board of Selectmen."
The ballot clerks were Annette Carter, Barbara Mann for all day; Barbara Scamman, Patty
Horlacher, from 8 am- 1 pm; and Elaine and Marice Alexander, from 1 pm - close. Elaine &
Marice were sworn in at 1 pm.
The polls were closed at 8:02 pm with the last ballot being officially cast at 8:25 when the
Moderator Douglas Scamman Jr. officially announced the polls closed. There were 1524 ballots
cast, 1495 regular ballots and 29 absentee ballots cast. The results for Article 1 are as follows:
Town Officers: Selectman for three years: David Short 1199, Trustee of the Trust Funds for
three years: Diane D. Morgera 1210, Moderator for Two years: W. Douglas Scamman Jr. 1220,
Cemetery Committee for three years: Kenneth F. Lanzillo 1278, Trustees of the Library for
three years vote for two: Lisa Scamman 1082, D. Craig Wark Jr. 1012, Supervisor of the Check
List for six years: Susan Hunter 1 187, Supervisor of the Check list for Unexpired term of four
years: Carol R. Gulla 1227. These candidates were all declared winners.
Stratham School District Ballot: Stratham School Board Members for three years vote for
two: Vicky Avery 597, David Dunn 729, Karen Goerndt 246, Patricia Lovejoy 700. David
Dunn and Patricia Lovejoy were declared the winners.
Town Zoning Amendments: Article 2: Yes 1007 No 375 article passed, Article 3: Yes 1010
No 366 article passed, Article 4: Yes 1144 No 226 article passed, Article 5: Yes 695 No 706
article did not pass, Article 6: Yes 931 No 441 article passed, Article 7: Yes 1089 No 240
article passed, Article 8: Yes 1014 No 331 article passed, Article 9: Yes 1129 No 198 article
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passed, Article 10: Yes 1225 No 116 article passed, Article 11: Yes 827 No 519 article passed,
Article 12: Yes 1022 No 312 article passed, Article 13: Yes 846 No 611 article passed, Article
14: Yes 892 No 555 article did not pass needed 2/3 vote, Article 15: Yes 894 No 542 article did
not pass needed 2/3 vote.
Results of the Town of Stratham Vote for the Exeter Region Cooperative School District:
Cooperative School Board: Newfields Raymond Trueman 759, Exeter: Roy E. Morrisette 822,
Stratham: Donna Bates 773, Robert E. O' Sullivan 564, District Moderator: Charles F. Tucker
1063. Article 1: Yes 958 No 385, Article 2: Yes 963 No 341, Article 3: Yes 1000 No 351,
Article 4: Yes 985 No 385, Article 5: Yes 911 No 410, Article 6: Yes 838 No 491, Article 7:
Yes 1031 No 304, Article 8: Yes 458 No 346, Article 9: Yes 967 No 257, Article 10: Yes 1039
No 238, Article 11: Yes 858 No 412, Article 12: Yes 1093 No 173, Article 13: Yes 839 No
411, Article 14: Yes 247 No 1052, Article 15: Yes 998 No 174, Article 16: Yes 1029 No 212,
Article 17: Yes 771 No 379.
The remainder of the Town Warrant Articles, starting with article #16 will be voted on Friday
March 17, 2000 at 7:30 pm in the Municipal Center.
Friday, March 17,2000 the meeting was reopened by the Moderator W. Douglas Scamman Jr.
Boy Scout Troop 185 presented the colors and led the pledge of allegiance to the Flag. The
Moderator welcomed everyone to the meeting and read from the Town Report the dedication to
Jim Stuart. Jim was presented with a framed plaque of the dedication. Doug read the results of
the ballot votes on the 14
th
and declared the winners.
Article 16 - Town Budget. The motion was made by Selectman Kirk Scamman to raise and
appropriate the some of $2,783,808. to defray general town charges. Martin Wool seconded the
motion. Kirk gave a brief overview of the budget. Perry Francis and Mary Cady both
questioned what happened with the surplus money. It was explained it would be used to defray
the tax rate and that last year the 500,000 dollars was kept because of the questions with the
school funding issues. Jeremy Rickes asked about the highway budget, Chris Rowe felt there
should be more money in the budget for patriotic purposes. Paul Anthony questioned why the
budget was explained from the proposed not the actual amount spent. Marty explained. Peter
Darling questioned why the Economic Development Committee felt there was a need for a
Website, Sharon Sykas, a member of the committee, explained. Louise Duffy questioned the
increase in the employee benefits. Kirk explained two new employees and changes in benefits.
The Moderator asked if the voters were ready to vote on the budget. Voice vote was taken and
passed in the affirmative.
Article 17 - To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $395,550.00 for the
Capital Improvements Program. The motion was made by Selectman Martin Wool and seconded
by Selectman Graeme Mann. Marty explained the Capital Improvements. There were no
questions on the proposal. Moderator Doug Scamman asked for a voice vote. The vote was
taken and passed in the affirmative.
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Article 18 - To see if the Town will vote to send the following resolution to the New Hampshire
General Court: "Resolved, New Hampshire's natural, cultural, and historic resources in this
Town and throughout the State are worthy of protection and therefore the State of New
Hampshire should establish and fund a permanent public/private partnership for the voluntary
conservation of these important resources." Selectman Graeme Mann made the motion to accept
the article and Martin Wool seconded. Graeme explained the proposal. Peter Darling estimated
it would not cost the town anything now but probably in the future. Graeme explained it was a
matching fund grant with 40% from the State. If the Conservation Commission did not have the
means, they would have to come to the Town at a Town Meeting. Vote was taken by voice vote
and the Moderator declared the vote in the affirmative.
Article 19 - Fire Department fund to receive revenues from emergency services. The motion
made by Martin Wool and seconded by Graeme Mann. Marty explained that the Fire
Department does not charge for ambulance services now but they have been discussing the fact
that they might in the future. This fund must be set prior to the charge for service. Mr. Anthony
asked if the department had revenues now. Marty explained no, this was just to set up the fund.
Chris Rowe asked to amend the article so the Fire Department could get the money out if there
were an emergency situation. Before it was seconded Marty explained the RSA was very clear
that the Selectmen had no authority over that fund. If an emergency arose, the Board could
authorize any purchase and maybe at a later time the fund could reimburse the Town. Chris
withdrew his motion. Moderator Scamman asked for the voice vote and it was in the affirmative.
Article 20 - Cruiser purchase - Selectman Kirk Scamman made the motion and Selectman
Martin Wool seconded. Kirk explained this will be the third time the Town has had a
lease/purchase agreement for three cruisers and it has worked very well for the Town in the past.
The amount to be raised is $27,555.00 of which $24,855.00 is the first year's payment and
$2,700.00 is for equipping these new cruisers. There was no discussion on the article and it was
passed in the affirmative with a voice vote.
Article 21 - Petition by Caroline Robinson and 27 other voters to deposit into the Conservation
Fund the Land Use Change Tax collected by the Town. John Hutton III made the motion to
accept this article. Caroline Robinson and several others seconded the motion. John Hutton
spoke in favor of the article to preserve farmland. Caroline Robinson also spoke in favor of the
article. She stated the Land Conservation Fund currently has $90,000 in it and it is not enough to
purchase open space. Mr. Anthony asked how much money was expected as the Town Report
shows about 131,000.00 dollars last year. It was explained it varies year to year. Jim Scamman
spoke against the article as the money is now held in the general fund and used to lower the tax
rate. He also felt any money spent by the Commission should be voted by the Town. He stated
there is currently 3002 acres in current use and that could be as much as ten million dollars. Pat
Elwell from the Conservation Commission spoke in favor of the article stating developed land
costs more than undeveloped land. Gordon Barker, Chairman of the Conservation Commission,
spoke in favor of the article and any project before them should be before the town. Terry
Koerner spoke in favor of the article. Lucy Cushman spoke in favor of the article. John Muller
spoke in favor of the article stating it actually will save the town money in the future because
services will not be expanded. Gail Avery spoke in favor of the article. Joyce Rowe asked if
there would be a safety issue, as the land could not be posted for any hunting etc. She asked if
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that were true. Gordon Barker responded stating there are different conservation easements.
Joyce then asked why the Park was not posted. There was no answer. Gordon Bailey stated we
should not lose sight of the intent of Current Use. It was designed to let the farmers use the land
and then when developed the tax money would go to the town to defray taxes. He stated we
purchased the Gifford Farm and Steven's property without this fund. David Batchelder spoke in
favor of the article stating good points were made by all but with 2 acre zoning now in effect the
land would be developed faster. Donna Maskwa asked if we adopt the article now if it could be
overturned in the future. Moderator Doug Scamman explained if properly put in an article on the
warrant it could be if voted so. Donna then stated we should vote for the article. Vote taken by
voice vote the Moderator Doug Scamman declared the vote in the affirmative and the article
passed.
Article 22 - Seacoast HealthNet request for money. There being no one from the Seacoast
HealthNet at the meeting to make a motion that this article be voted on, the Moderator ask the
audience what they would like to do. Peter Darling made a motion to table the article. Several
people in attendance seconded the motion. Chris Rowe asked why the Board did not support the
article. Martin Wool responded by explaining the Town helps many agencies and most of them
do not ask for this much money. Also, the Board was approached by mail only and no personal
contact had been able to be made. The motion to table the article was passed with a voice vote.
Article 23 - Alternate members for the Economic Development Committee. The motion was
made by Kirk Scamman and seconded by Graeme Mann. Kirk explained the committee had no
alternate members. Lucy Cushman stated there were seven members already she suggested
leaving five as members and making two alternates. Mrs. Sykas of the Economic Development
Committee said that was what they would like to do. Chris Rowe asked to move the question.
The vote was taken in the affirmative.
Article 24 - 1% Discount. Graeme Mann made the motion to accept the article and Martin
Wool seconded the motion. Robert Goodrich questioned why we need the Tax Anticipation
Notes. Graeme explained the money is spent from January to November before the taxes are
collected. Vote was taken in the affirmative.
Article 25 - Any other business. John Hutton, Chairman of the Planning Board thanked
everyone for their support. Martin Wool spoke of Selectman William Krooss leaving town and
thanked Selectman Graeme Mann for coming forward to fill the position until the position could
be voted on. Graeme had been a Selectman before and knew what the position entailed. Graeme
Mann thanked his wife Barbara for support and Kirk and Marty.





STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
THE POLLS WILL BE OPEN FROM 8 AM TO 8 PM
To the inhabitants of the Town of Stratham in the County of Rockingham in said State,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stratham Municipal Center on Tuesday, on the
thirteenth day of March 2001, next at eight of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the
following subjects:
ARTICLE 1; - To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
Are you in favor of the Adoption of the following amendments proposed by the
Stratham Planning Board for the Town of Stratham Zoning Ordinance as follows?
ARTICLE 2: - To amend Section 3.3 (Interpretation of District Bounds) of the Stratham Zoning
Ordinance to change the parcel described as Stratham Tax Map 10, Lot 16 currently zoned
Residential/Agricultural to Town Center District. This change will result in a change to the
Stratham Zoning Map.
The Planning Board recommends this article.
ARTICLE 3: - Remove Section VI (Parking Requirements) of the Stratham Zoning Ordinance
in its entirety from the Ordinance to incorporate modified requirements into the Stratham Site
Plan Regulations. This change will potentially affect anyone wishing to develop land in the
Town of Stratham.
The Planning Board recommends this article.
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES WILL BE VOTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2001 AT 7:30
P.M. AT THE STRATHAM MUNICIPAL CENTER, 10 BUNKER HILL AVENUE,
STRATHAM, N.H.
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ARTICLE 4: - To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to defray general town
charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations for the same.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 5: - To see if the Town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the
provision of RSA 35:1 for the purpose of acquiring Radio Communications Equipment and to
designate the Board of Selectmen as agents to expend such funds as may have been raised and
appropriated to this fund and any interest as may have accumulated thereon.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 6: - To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Hundred
Thirty Six Thousand Dollars and no cents ($536,000.00) to implement the Capital Improvements
Program for 2001 as presented in the Town Report and approved by the Planning Board. This is
a special warrant article which will be non-lapsing until the specific items are completed or
obtained but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from this appropriation per NH RSA
32:7 (VI).
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 7: - Are you in favor of the adoption of the Petition proposed by John M. Blowen
and 24 other registered voters to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
Two Thousand Dollars and no cents ($2,000.00) to support the health services offered by
Seacoast HealthNet to the uninsured, working families who are residents of the Town.
The Board of Selectmen does not recommend this article.
ARTICLE 8: - To see if the Town will vote raise and appropriate the sum of Forty Two
Thousand Dollars and no cents ($42,000.00) for the purpose of conducting a revaluation of the
property assessments within the Town and further authorize the use/transfer of the December 31,
2000 fund balance in that amount for this purpose. Said appropriation is to fund the first year of
a three-year effort to reassess all properties within the Town. This is a special warrant article,
which will be non-lapsing until this purpose is accomplished but shall in no case be later than
five (5) years from this appropriation.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 9: - To see if the Town will vote to authorize the construction of an enhanced
enclosure to cover the existing stage at Stratham Hill Park.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
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ARTICLE 10; - To see if the Town will vote to authorize the construction of a Veterans
Memorial Garden as an enhancement of the existing veterans memorial at Stratham Hill Park,
and to vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars and no cents
($25,000.00) for the construction of same. This is a special warrant article, which will be non-
lapsing until this purpose is accomplished but shall in no case be later than five (5) years from
this appropriation.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 11: - To see if the Town will vote to allow a one percent (1%) discount on such
property taxes as are paid in full within fifteen (15) days from the day the Tax Warrant is
committed to the Tax Collector, the date to be printed on the tax bill.
The Board of Selectmen recommends this article.
ARTICLE 12: - To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty sixth day of February in the year of our Lord two
thousand one.
Selectrpen of Stratham, NH
Kirk Scamman
Martin Wool
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TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 3 1 , 2000
AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS $1,106,567.50






OTHER FEES AND LICENSES $148.00
TOTAL COLLECTED $1,139,319.41
LOSS OF MONEY ($150.00)
REMITTED TO TREASURER $1,139,169.41






FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2000
DEBITS
UNCOLLECTED TAXES-- Levies of.
Beginning of Fiscal Year: 2000 1999 1998 1997
Property Taxes n/a $774,108.85 SI 12,834.91 S3 1,654.09
Land Use Change Taxes n a $8,190.41
TAXES COMMITTED THIS YEAR:
Property Taxes 510,927,603.00
Land Use Change Taxes SI 12,020.00
Yield Taxes 51,128.66
Excavation Activity Taxes SI, 842. 00
OVERPAYMENTS:
Property Taxes
Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes
S6.52
SL988.50 S31/704.64 $21,312.45 SI 1,474.53
























End of Fiscal Year: 2000
Property Taxes
Land Use Change Taxes
Yield Taxes
S641.982.59 S84.538.13 S38,678.52 SO. 00
TOTAL CREDITS: SI 1,044,588.68 $805,799.77 $142,337.77 $43,128.62
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SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
FISCAL YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2000
DEBITS
Balance of Unredeemed Liens:
Beginning of Fiscal Year
Liens Executed During Fiscal Year
Interest & Costs Collected
(After Lien Execution)
TOTAL DEBITS













Abatements of Unredeemed Taxes
Liens Deeded To Town
Balance of Unredeemed Liens:






RECEIVED FROM TAX COLLECTOR
2000 Property Tax & Interest
1999 Property Tax & Interest
Prior Year Tax Redemptions Sc Interest
Current Use Land Change









RECEIVED FROM TOWN CLERK
Motor Vehicle Permits
Dog Licenses Sc Fines
Films and Other Fees
SI. 106. 351. 00
$7,289.50
S25.492.41
TOTAL SI. 139. 132. 91
RECEIVED FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL SOURCES
N.H. Revenue Sharing Block Grant
N.H. Highway Block Grant
Police Grants
Rail Road Tax








RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES
Interest on Investments





Board of Adjustment Fees
Rent of Town Property
Sale of Town Property
Sale of Cemetery* Lots
Reimbursement for Grave Excavation
Reimbursement for Test Pits
Reimbursement from Trustee of Trust Fund
Reimbursement from Recreation Department
Reimbursement Stratham Volunteer Fire Dept.




















Donation to Stratham Hill Park $ 1 ,540.00
Donation to Recreation Dept. $ 1 , 1 00.00
Public Telephones $187.36
Cable TV Franchise $56,553.3
1
Return Check Fines $300.00
TOTAL $575,354.61
TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 2000 $13,239,769.54
CASH ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2000 $293,707.11
TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 2000 $13,239,769.54
TAX ANTICIPATION LOAN (TAN) $3,400,000.00
TAN PAY BACK & INTEREST ($3,461,029.50)
INVESTMENTS (SHORT TERM) $3,700,000.00
PAID ON SELECTMEN'S ORDERS ($12,877,645.70)
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES ($178.00)
BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 2000 $4,294,623.45
OTHER ASSETS IN HANDS OF TREASURER
Payroll Account $7,200.59
N.H. Public Deposit Investment Pool $200,320.86
N.H. Public Deposit Investment Pool Interest $12,640.91
TOTAL ALL OTHER ASSETS $220,162.36
OUTSTANDING BONDS AND SHORT TERM NOTES





SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
TOWN OF STRATHAM IN ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from the
official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.
Kirk Scamman, Martin Wool, David Short, Selectmen
1
.
Valuation of land only:




E. Total of Taxable Land
F. Tax Exempt & Non Taxable




D. Total of Taxable Buildings





4. Valuation before Exemptions:
5. Blind Exemption (3)
6. Elderly Exemption (32)
7. Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions
8. Net Valuation on which Tax Rate is computed
9. Net Valuation without Utilities on which State























Paraplegic, double amputees owning specially adapted
homesteads with VA assistance: 1 Exempt
Totally and permanently disabled veterans, their spouses
or widows, and the widows of veterans who died or were
killed on active duty ($1,400.) 5
Other war service credits ($100.): 312







Taxes Assessed for the Tax Year 2000
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from
official records and is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief.








Planning and Zoning $115,219
General Government Buildings $89,166
Cemeteries $28,000
Insurance $216,603














Health Agencies & Hospitals
WELFARE:





















Interest on Tax Anticipation Notes $60,000
CAPITAL OUTLAY:




Land Use Change Taxes $35,500
Yield Taxes $3,600
Interest and Penalties on Delinquent Taxes $55,000
Inventor}' Penalties $6,100
Excavation Tax $1,850
Excavation Activity Tax $0
LICENSES, PERMITS AND FEES:
Business Licenses and Permits $59,000
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees $1,010,000
Building Permits $75 ,000
Other Licenses. Permits and Fees $15,000







Meals & Rooms Tax Distribution $135,870
Highway Block Grant $92,350
Other $26,683
CHARGES FOR SERVICES:
Income from Departments $156,350
Other Charges $11,200
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES:
Sale of Municipal Property $ 1 7,542
Interest on Investments $70,000
Other $39,302
INTERFUND OPERATING TRANSFERS:
Trust and Agency Funds $5.000
SUBTOTAL OF REVENUES: $1,900,338
GENERAL FUND BALANCE:
Unreserved Fund Balance S 1 ,005,39
1
Voted from "Surplus" $0
Fund Balance - Retained $500,000
Fund Balance - Reduce Taxes $505,391
TOTAL REVENUES AND CREDITS: $2,405,729
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Net Local School Budget
Regional School Apportionment
Less: Adequate Education Grant
Less: State Education Taxes
Net School(s) Appropriation/Approved
Local Education Tax Effort











State Education Tax Rate $6.60
Times the 1998 Equalized Valuation
(without utilities) $490,726,183
State Education Tax $3,238,793
Divided by the Local 2000 Assessed
Valuation (without utilities) $435,080,372
Localized State Education Tax Rate
COUNTY PORTION
Due to County $679,282
Less: Shared Revenues ($6,186)
Net County Appropriation/Approved
County Tax Effort $673,096
County Tax Rate
Total Property Taxes Assessed
Less: War Service Credits























































Police Payroll - Specials
Special Detail
Police payroll - Secretary
Police payroll - Prosecutor
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Hutton, Fred A. Jr.
Jeralds, Tammy A.
24,552.40 Jeralds, William $ 23,504.74
125.00 Jordan, Gregory A. 3,287.50
10,003.31 Lampi, Tanya L. 42,032.41
1,492.50 Lanzillo, Kenneth F. 3,000.00
18,216.23 Lauder, Ian A. 25,110.72
8,572.39 Law, Charles 42,859.31
137.50 Law, Richard P. 1,005.00
25,395.20 LePage, Michael C. 125.00
600.00 MacCallum, Marcia 11,747.25
635.00 Marchio, Joseph F. 26,141.60
425.00 Mason, Brenda M. 28,280.00
1,930.50 McCleary, Cynthia S. 2,178.00
612.00 McCrillis, Sharon 8,836.00
650.00 McGinnis, Barbara A. 504.00
720.00 Nye, Gregory J. 425.00
42,915.25 Oberlin, Ross C. 150.00
100.00 Pardy, Raymond III 5,076.36
14,028.00 Pearl, Scott D. 137.50
100.00 Peirce, Jeffrey T. 525.00
9,707.25 Petrosh, John G. 100.35
57,330.30 Pierce, David D. 68,827.66
42,192.37 Porciello, Heather J. 11,509.50
21,772.13 Rich, Herbert W. 112.50
52,192.30 Richard, Natasha A. 125.00
1,355.00 Rochette, Maurice J. 3,102.24
22,530.22 Rowe, Stephen J. 100.00
25,066.81 Scamman, Kirk Q. 3,000.00
400.00 Sewall, Cameron 44,384.60
200.00 Short, David J. 3,000.00
3,340.00 Stevens, Russell 43,374.92
1,000.00 Stevens, Wayne 575.50
2,089.00 Streelman, Janice E. 13,313.00
4,450.01 Tully, Michael J. 125.00
125.00 Verreault, Arthur D. 5,566.08
1,598.69 Wagner, John K. 88.00
35,192.39 Wallace, Michael 1,037.50
50,470.12 Walsh, Kevin 7,062.54
3,995.83 White, Mitchell W. 562.50
694.04 Whitman, Daniel A. 437.50
150.00 Williams, Alan G. 32,152.40
17,660.25 Wood, Richard 56,025.12
12,001.16 Wool, Martin 3,000.00
47,620.65 Wool, Martin 1,920.00




Revenues and expenditures for the period January 1 , 2000 to December 3 1 , 2000
A. REVENUES - Modified Accrual
1 . Revenue from Taxes
a. Property taxes
b. Taxes paid to School District
c. Land Use Change Tax
d. Timber (Yield) Taxes
e. Interest & penalties on delinquent taxes
f. Excavation Activity Tax








2. Revenues from licenses, permits, and fees
a. Motor vehicle permits and Agent fees
b. Building permits






3. Revenues from State ofNew Hampshire
a. Shared revenue block grant







4. Revenues from charges for service
a. Income from departments
b. Garbage-refuse charges






5. Revenues from miscellaneous sources
a. Sale of municipal property
b. Interest on investments
c. Rents of property
f. Insurance dividends and reimbursements
g. Contributions and donations










6. Interfund operating transfers in
a. Transfers from trust and agency funds $5,000
b. TOTALS $5,000
7. TOTAL REVENUES FROM ALL SOURCES $13,365,709
8. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (beginning of year) $1,045,582
9. GRAND TOTAL $14,411,291
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual
1 . General Government
a. Executive $96,072
b. Election, registration and vital statistics $7,636
c. Financial administration $145,336
d. Revaluation of property $0
e. Legal expenses $11,056
f. Personnel administration $241,035
g. Planning & zoning $106,885
h. General government building $78,160
i. Cemeteries $22,676
j. Insurance not otherwise allocated $85,757





c. Emergency management $142
d. Other (communications) $41,288
e. TOTAL $690,319
3. Highways and Streets
a. Highways and Streets $379,306
b. Street lighting $4,55 1
4. Sanitation
c. TOTAL $383,857




a. Pest control $28,750
b. Health agencies and hospitals $24,601
c. Animal control $705
d. TOTAL $54,056
6. Welfare
a. Direct assistance $3,745
7. Culture and recreation
a. Parks and recreation $56,351
b. Library $185,551
c. Patriotic purposes $1,167
d. TOTAL $243,069
8. Economic & Heritage Development
a. Conservation Commission $442
b. Economic Development $15,266
c. Heritage Commission $231
d. TOTAL $15,497
9. Debt Service
a. Interest on tax anticipation notes $6 1 ,030
. Capital outlay
a. Land and improvements $0
b. Machinery, vehicles, and equipment $129,199
c. Buildings $22,537




Interfund operating transfers out
a. Transfers to capital reserve funds $297,460
12. Payments to other governments
a. Taxes assessed for county $679,282
b. Taxes assessed for school districts $9,150,755





14. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (end of year) $1,391,654
1 5 GRAND TOTAL $14,411,291
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GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
A. ASSETS
1 . Current assets
a. Cash and equivalents
b. Investments
c. Taxes receivable
d. Tax liens receivable
e. Tax deeded property
f. TOTAL ASSETS








a. Reserve for continuing appropriations
b. Reserve appropriations voted from surplus
c. Unreserved fund bal.
d. TOTAL FUND EQUITY
3. TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY
A. RECONCILIATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT LIABILITY
1. School district liability beginning year $4,105,793
2. Add School assessment for current year $9,357,023
3. TOTAL LIABILITY WITHIN CURRENT YEAR $13,462,816
4. SUBTRACT payments made to school ($9,150,755)
5. School district liability at end of year $4,312,061
B. RECONCILIATION OF TAX ANTICIPATION NOTES
1. Short term (TANS) beginning of year $0
2. Add: New issues during current year $3,400,000
3. Subtract: Issues retired during current year ($3,400,000)










C. ALLOWANCE FOR ABATEMENTS WORKSHEET
Current Year Prior Year
1 . Overlay/Allowance for abatements $100,759 $103,972
2. Subtract: Abatements made ($15,551) ($2,496)
3. Subtract: Discounts ($63,079) ($71,531)
4. Subtract: Refunds ($17,324) ($10,559)
5. Excess of estimate $4,805 $19,386
D. TAXES/LIENS RECEIVABLE WORKSHEET
1. Uncollected, end of year
2. Subtract: Overlay carried forward



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































STRATHAM VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
This year marks the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department's 50 year of community service. The
Fire Department continues to provide the emergency care and support on which our town has
come to rely, as well as supporting our neighboring towns when the need arises. The Fire
Department responded to 432 emergency calls in the year 2000, compared to 424 in 1999.
Several members accomplished the tasks of becoming State Certified Firefighters and Nationally
Registered EMT's. To all those that achieved this goal and to those that are in the process, I
want to encourage and congratulate you. Your efforts to master your skills so you may continue
to provide the unsurpassed care, of which our department is so proud, is greatly appreciated by
all those around you.
The Fire Department is truly an all-volunteer department whose members receive no financial
compensation for their dedication and efforts. For the members and their families, whose
unfailing support for their loved ones does not go unnoticed, I would truly like to thank you.
The Volunteer Fire Department is a community effort that requires personal involvement. The
Department extends its hand to town residents who are interested in becoming a Stratham






SVFD's New Engine # 1
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CEMETERY COMMITTEE REPORT
The Cemetery Committee is pleased to report on the following actions taken this past year:
- The remaining monuments at the Greenwood Cemetery were pressure washed. This
completes cleaning of all monuments at that cemetery which now has a very brilliant
and beautiful appearance when viewed from Portsmouth Avenue.
- Bushes and flowers were planted around the flagpole at Maple Lane Cemetery and
bushes along the new entrance from the Church parking lot to the cemetery-.
- The old broken iron fence between the Church and harmony Hill Cemetery was
removed.
- As usual, the Stratham Highway Department did an excellent job mowing and
trimming the lawns at all cemeteries.
Our plans for 2001 are a follows:
- Apply lime to all cemetery grounds.
- Pressure wash at least 100 monuments at Harmony Hill Cemetery*.
- Install a new fence between the Church and the adjacent cemeteries. Preliminary plans





P.S. Annette White's term on the Cemetery Committee is expiring and she is unable to
continue on the Committee for personal reasons. We are indeed indebted to her for the
countless hours she has spent planting flowers and shrubs at the Maple Lane Cemetery,
and watering and maintaining them almost on a daily basis. Thanks Annette, for your





A large increase in police related activity will be noticed this year. This is due in part by a large
increase in calls for service within the town and a much better accounting of the information for
these calls. The data system we adopted in the past year allows us to better account for the time
spent and number of requests for police service. Although the department was very busy this
year handling approximately 11,295 calls, we have had to accomplish our hiring and training
situation that we were forced into again. Officer Verrault and Officer Pardy left us this year to
join private sector employment. Officers Lauder and Porciello were hired and trained to fill the
vacancies caused by this unpredicted loss of police manpower. We remain at full staff presently
and are hoping that incentives will assist us in keeping our people for longer periods of time. Our
community-based programs are continuing in full swing this year with D.A.R.E, Officer Phil,
and the Citizens Police Academy. Finally, a noticeable difference can be seen with the progress
of the route 101/108 interchange. Residents and commuters alike will have easier access to this
area of town as the roadwork begins to come to an end in the spring this year.
I would like to thank the community and businesses of Stratham for their continued support over
the past year and look forward to the continuation of that support during the coming year.
Activity Report
Alarm activation's 409 D.W.I arrests 33 Missing persons 3
Assaults 11 Disorderly conduct 11 Motor vehicle accidents 250
Alcohol violations 17 Disturbance-Domestic 41 M/V summons 924
Assist to rescue 101 Disturbance-loud party 36 M/V warnings 1708
Assist to town depts. 69 Disturbance-general 19 M/V lock-outs 142
Assist to other depts. 244 Disturbance-fights 1 Miscellaneous calls 463
Animal complaints 217 Forgery / Fraud 4 Police information 419
Assist to fire dept. 72 Fugitive from justice Protective custody 63
Attempt to locate 20 Fish & Game offense 1 Suspicious activity 159
Burglary 7 Harassment 31 Thefts 75
Bad checks 39 Juvenile incidents 30 Town ordinance violations 2
Criminal mischief 79 Lost/Recovered Prop. 41 Untimely death 5
Citizen assists 151 Littering 10 Unsecured premises 38
Criminal trespass 19 Motor vehicle theft 1 Warrant Arrests 128
Drug violations 9 House checks 2086 Welfare Checks 31
Abandon 9 1 1 calls 104 Sexual Assaults 4
Respectfully submitted,
Chief Michael J. Daley
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TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN AND STATE FOREST RANGER REPORT
There are 2.200 Forest Fire Wardens and Deputy Forest Fire Wardens throughout the state. Each
town has a Forest Fire Warden and several Deputy Wardens who assist the Forest Rangers with
forest fire suppression, prevention, and law enforcement. The number of fires reported during
the 2000 fire season was below average as referenced in the statistics below. Despite this, our
network of fire towers and detection patrols were still quite bus}" with the fire towers being first
to report over 135 fires. These fires were quickly and accurately reported to the local fire
department for their prompt and effective suppression efforts. Wildland fires occurring in areas
where homes are situated in the woodlands are a serious concern for both landowners and
firefighters. Homeowners can help protect their homes by maintaining adequate green space
around them and making sure that houses are properly identified with street numbers. Please
contact the Forest Protection Bureau to request a brochure to assist you in assessing lire safety
around your home and woodlands.
To aid your Forest Fire Warden. Fire Department and State Forest Ranger, contact your local
Warden or Fire Department to find out if a permit is required before doing ALL outside burning.
Fire permits are required for any open burning unless the ground is completely covered with
snow where the burning will be done. Violations ofRSA 22"-L:l". the fire permit law and the
other burning laws of the State of New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up
to S2.000 and or a year in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are eleven Forest Rangers who work of the New Hampshire Division of Forests and
Lands. Forest Protection Bureau. Forest Rangers have investigated numerous complaints
regarding violations of the timber harvest and forest fire laws, and taker, enforcement action to
ensure compliance. Ifyou have any questions regarding forest fire or timber harvest laws, please
call our office at 2" 1-221". or for general information visit our website at www.dred.state.nh.us .
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers. 2 mobile patrols, and 3 contract aircraft
patrols. This early detection system and reports from citizens aid in the quick response from
local tire departments. These factors are cntical in controlling the size of wildland fires, keeping
the loss of property and suppression costs as low as possible. Due to permitting and fire safety-
concerns, please contact your local fire department BEFORE using portable outdoor fireplaces
and vessels, including those constructed of clav. concrete or wire mesh.
Please contact your local fire department before doing ANY outside burning.




(All Fires Reported thru November 10, 2000)
TOTALS BY COUNTY CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED
Numbers acres
Hillsborough 118 40 Debris Burning 263
Rockingham 49 24 Miscellaneous* 151
Merrimack 92 16 Smoking 30
Belknap 54 13 Children 17
Cheshire 41 20 Campfire 16
Strafford 58 13 Arson/Suspicious 14
Carroll 46 10 Equipment Use 9
Gratton 16 7 Lightning 9




* Miscellaneous (power lines, fireworks,
structures, OHRV, unknown)











OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
In calendar year 2000, Stratham' s Office of Emergency Management undertook a number of
significant tasks to further prepare itself to mount a coordinated response to protect the life and
property of Stratham Citizens in the event of natural or man-made disasters.
Amongst those efforts included extensive coordinated planning with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), the New Hampshire Office of Emergency Management
(NHOEM), the US Corps of Army Engineers, as well as a number of private agencies including
the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, and others. The primary focus of this activity
related to the onset of severe atmospheric disturbances, occasioned by such conditions as
hurricanes, tornadoes, and/or severe winter storms. As a coastal community, we are particularly
venerable to such natural disasters and, it is therefore prudent to plan for such an eventuality,
including the effects of long-term power outages, loss of communication, coastal flooding, and
other such storm related manifestations.
Much of the evaluations and response plans relate to the identification and preparation of
sheltering locations, both within Stratham and its neighboring communities. As with our Law
Enforcement, Fire, and Emergency Medical Services, there is great dependence upon
intercommunity support, as well as pre-identifying other Regional, State, and Federal resources
that can be accessed as needed.
This newly developed plan will amend the Town's Basic Emergency Response Plan, already in
place. The amended provisions to the Plan are expected to be finalized no later than April 15,





CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/BUILDING INSPECTOR'S REPORT
The Office of the Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Officer has been very busy again
this year. At this time, the NHSPCA and Dr. Zeff s new medical building at the circle are under
construction. In the Industrial Park, Lot 5A has a new 36,000 square foot building with four
units. Units 3 and 4 are occupied while Units 1 and 2 are being fitted out. Timberland is
currently working on internal renovations. The new Day Care Center at Timberland is now
open. The Chocolate Factory (Lindt & Sprungli, USA) is working on renovations in the older
section of the building. There is one undeveloped lot left in the Industrial Park, which has a sign
on it that a building will be going up soon.
Residential housing is down this year from last year. There are a few lots that have not been
built on. The economy has a lot to do with the number of new houses being built. However,
there has been a great deal of renovations to existing homes.
We have asked the Budget Committee for $80,000 to install improved air conditioning/
heating/ventilation in three sections of the Municipal Center (Town Office, Administrative
Office, and Police Department.)
ACTIVITY REPORT
2000 1999
Single family dwelling 46 67
Multi-family dwellings/duplex *3 *1
Garages, sheds, barns 41 34
Addition/Remodeling 89 86
New Commercial Buildings 3 2




Demolition Permits 2 2
Electrical, Plumbing, HVAC 12 17
Docks on River 2
Permits not picked up 4 3
Total 244 273
*Note: Duplex counts as 2 living units




Code Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector
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STRATHAM PLANNING BOARD
The Stratham Planning Board continues its regular schedule of meeting on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month. As was true in 1999, the year 2000 remained extremely busy on the
planning front. Due to the number of applications before the Board throughout the year, public
hearings continued to be scheduled for both regularly scheduled meeting nights. Special work
session meetings were held in August for discussion on fire protection regulation amendments
and in November for a discussion on residential growth and its impacts.
In 2000, the Planning Board worked closely with many applicants in approving five subdivisions
totaling seventeen new lots. The Board also approved an open space residential development on
Bunker Hill Avenue and Stratham Heights Road. This development, totaling 62 new homes that
have yet to be built, preserved a large percentage of open space on the one hundred plus acre lot,
including the apple orchards on Bunker Hill Avenue. The Board also worked with several
applicants for commercial site plan development. Eight approvals were granted for site plans in
the commercial town center, industrial and retirement planned community districts. Perhaps the
most significant among these approvals was the Vineyards Retirement Community off of Guinea
Road. This development, when built, will provide 76 new homes for our valued "senior"
Stratham citizens. Additionally during the year 2000, Stratham was introduced to the Golf Club
of New England, which presented plans for a PGA caliber private golf course off Winnicutt
Road. This application process continues into 2001.
The Planning Board expects the year 2001 to continue the busy trend of development. With this
in mmd. the Board, along with the Selectmen, feels now is the time to hire our own planner.
This would be a 20-hour a week position on a 2 year contract basis. I feel that this will enable us
to get ahead of zoning and subdivision activity in a positive manner. We need to lead in these
areas as playing catch-up is not serving the Town's best interest.
I would like to thank the Board for their continued hard work and interest. I am sorry to lose
Mike Keane. His knowledge and comments along with serving as Vice Chair will be sorely
missed. We also welcome Tim Mason to the Board as a new alternate member. The Board has







The Conservation Commission began the year by encouraging Town voters to approve a warrant
article, which would increase the amount of money in the Land Conservation Fund. Voters
overwhelmingly approved the warrant article to allow the monies received annually from the
Land Use Change Tax to be placed in the Fund for the purpose of acquiring and managing open
spaces and undeveloped land and water areas in order to protect the natural resources and rural
character of the Town. The Land Use Change Tax is assessed when undeveloped land is taken
out of Current Use for development. This will significantly increase the funding available to buy
properties and/or development rights for properties which otherwise would be developed.
Ultimately, preservation of land will benefit residents not only by conserving open land for
wildlife and recreation, but also by controlling growth and reducing the tax burden because
conserved land costs the Town less to maintain than developed land.
In its continuing efforts to educate residents about the benefits of conservation, the Commission
participated in the NH Governor's Recycling Program, which allowed residents to purchase
backyard compost bins for a reduced price. Town residents ordered more than 70 bins. By
participating in recycling efforts, residents have helped the town save money. Every ton of
waste that Stratham residents compost saves the Town $104 by not shipping it out as trash for
disposal. In addition, the compost creates a rich soil supplement for fertilizer. The Commission
displayed information about the compost bin and recycling efforts at the annual Stratham Fair.
In October, the Commission received grant funding for restoration of the historic Mill Pond in
the center of Town. The pond, which is located at the intersections of Routes 108 and 33, has
become silted in over many years. The goal of the grant is to dredge the pond in order to
improve its ability to maintain a wildlife population, as well as to improve its viability as a fire
pond. The work will also include water quality testing at the pond, as well as up and
downstream from the site. This project is expected to be competed in approximately 2 years and
the Commission is asking for volunteers to assist with this project during the contract period.
The Commission works closely with the Planning Board, NH Department of Environmental
Services, and the Wetlands Bureau to review plans, participate in site walks, and make
recommendations to reduce impacts on wetland areas. The Commission did try to purchase the
land rights to the Mill Valley Farm with its 3-acre pond, but was not able to do so before the
property went under a development agreement. The Commission still is very interested in
hearing from landowners, who hold large parcels of land (particularly those within the Stratham
"S") that wish to learn more about the tax and environmental benefits of land conservation. The
Commission can help residents locate land trust organizations that provide guidance in
developing land use plans which would best serve the landowner and family members.
Residents are encouraged to contact any Commission member if they have any questions about
these efforts. You are also invited to attend the Conservation Commission meetings, which are





Proposed location for Veterans Memorial Garden
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STRATHAM HILL PARK ASSOCIATION
This year groundwork has started for the Veterans Memorial Garden at the Stratham Hill
Park. It will honor Stratham Veterans who served during W.W.II, Korea, Vietnam, and
other conflicts. It is meant to enhance the existing War Memorial located near the front
pavilion. The landscape design was presented by the Heritage Committee and accepted
by the Park Association. Peter Wiggin has volunteered to help with the construction of
the project. A fundraiser is planned to help finance the materials needed to complete the
project. If all goes well, the new garden will be dedicated on Memorial Day 2001.
The Park Association meets on the fourth Monday of the odd month at 8:30 p.m. in the
Selectmen's meeting room at the Municipal Center. The Association was formed several
years ago to assist the Selectmen in managing the Park. Everyone is invited to attend our




Stratham Hill Park, December 6, 2000
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
The Committee began the year with putting the finishing touches on its Corporate Campus
(Overlay) Zoning proposal. That proposal was designed to make more land available for quality
commercial development thereby expanding the towns' tax base. An important secondary
purpose of the proposal was to maximize the preservation of open spaces together with the
natural and cultural resources of the land. On February 2nd the Planning Board formally adopted
the Corporate Campus (Overlay) Zoning amendment and placed it on the ballot for voter
approval. Unfortunately, the amendment was defeated at the polls by eleven votes.
Over the past two years the Committee sponsored a series of Business Round Tables for the
purpose of encouraging the formation of a local business association. Such an association could
prove beneficial for its members and for the Town of Stratham. At the last Round Table held on
April 5, seven public-spirited people formed a steering committee to organize what has since
become the Stratham Business Association (SBA). The Committee plans to work with the SBA
in pursuing our shared mission of fostering the economic well being of the community.
Two years ago the Committee announced it would undertake the development of a Town web
site designed to attract businesses to Stratham. On May 25 th the Town received a matching grant
from the NH Department of Resources and Economic Development of $7300 to develop the web
site and a companion brochure on Stratham as a good place to live, work, and do business. It is
expected that the web site will be available to the public in the 1 st Quarter 2001. As residents of
Stratham explore the web site and evaluate its content, it is hoped they will bear in mind its
purpose—to promote the economic development of Stratham and the Seacoast region. In 2001
there remains more work for the Committee to fulfill the conditions of the grant. The Committee
will also oversee the maintenance and revisions of the web site.
Throughout 2000, Committee members participated in meetings of various organizations
concerning economic development and planning. On a monthly basis, we are represented in the
deliberations of the Exeter Chamber of Commerce Business Development Committee. Other
groups with whom we have developed a relationship include the Rockingham Economic
Development Corporation (REDC), the Pease Development Authority (PDA), the Rockingham
Planning Commission (RPC), the NH Department of Resources and Economic Development
(DRED), and the NH Economic Development Association. In addition, the committee took an
active role in a federally funded project of the REDC and the RPC to produce a Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Rockingham County.
The committee is now finalizing its agenda for 2001. A new initiative will be to urge the
creation of a Beautification Committee to improve the appearance of Portsmouth Avenue. The
Committee may also reintroduce a revised Corporate Campus (Overlay) Zoning proposal and
possibly other zoning amendments brought before it. An ongoing effort will be to maintain the
lines of communication and cooperation with surrounding towns on issues of common concern.
The Committee also hopes to get the NH DOT to reinstate a previously approved project to





Like many organizations, we here at the library rely partially on statistics to gauge how well we
are doing our jobs. While those numbers and percentages mean a lot to those of us who work in
the profession, we know that they do not always make a lot of sense to everyone else. Therefore,
using all of our numbers, we have tried to make the wonderful value of your public library
clearer. One of the main statistics is "circulation per capita" - comparing the total number of
items checked out to the total number of people in town - which is often used as a "busyness"
figure. Our circulation per capita is 14.37, while the NH average is only 8.01. What does that
mean? Imagine a "typical" Stratham resident, the average Joe who represents these statistics.
Joe pays almost $3 1 .00 per year for library service through his taxes. For his $3 1 .00, "Joe":
borrowed 14 circulating items value: $630.00+
(i.e. John Grisham's The Brethren $27.95
.e. VHS Movie Shakespeare in Love $22.99
.e. J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter & the Goblet of Fire $25.95
.e. Mary Higgins Clark's Large Print Before I Say Goodbye $26.00
i.e. Tom Clancy's Audiobook The Bear & the Dragon $198.00
i.e. Anita Shreve's The Weight of Water $13.95
.e. David Baldacci's Audiobook Saving Faith $72.00
.e. DVD Movie Independence Day $34.98
i.e. Ken Follett's CD Audiobook Hammer of Eden $99.00
i.e. Linda Greenlaw's The Hungry Ocean $22.95 etc.)
used 2 items in the library value: $90.00
(i.e. Exeter Newsletter $ 64.00/year
i.e. Consumer Reports Magazine $ 26.00/year)
received an answer to a reference question value: $41.00
(i.e. Statistical Abstract of the U. S. )
used a library computer value: $700.00
(i.e. 1 workstation)
borrowed 2 museum passes value: $140.00
(i.e. Children's Museum of Portsmouth $60.00
i.e. Boston Museum of Fine Arts $80.00)
If Joe had purchased only these materials, the cost would have been: $1601.00
For every dollar in taxes, the typical resident received $51.78 in value! That doesn't even count
all the stories and music that babies, toddlers and preschoolers enjoyed at the library, or the book
discussions and crafts that teens were a part of at the library, or the smile and the book
recommendations that Joe got every time he visited the library.






The Recreation Commission meets in public session at the Municipal Center on the first Monday of
each month, September through June, and welcomes the participation of all residents. The
Commission is continuously evaluating opportunities to add to the wide range ofprograms offered
to Stratham residents of all ages.
The variety of recreation-sponsored programs continues to increase, along with the number of
participants. This growth rate has put a strain on the volunteer base, so the Recreation Commission
urges all residents to consider helping in the administration and operation of the various programs.
The year 2000 saw the addition of a youth lacrosse program in the spring. Over 55 youngsters
participated, ranging in age from nine to twelve. This program is expected to nearly double in the
spring of 2001.
Also in 2000, the Recreation Commission sponsored several activities at the Stratham Fair. With
great support from the Grenier family, volunteers sold ice cream at the Fair, from the newly acquired
ice cream trailer. In addition, Recreation volunteers erected and operated a nine-hole mini-golf
course that was enjoyed by young and not so young alike. Although the Friends ofRecreation took
a hiatus from the popular Cow Flop attraction, there is a rumor that Messrs. Hebert, Peck, and
Maskwa are being fitted for cow suits for a return at the 2001 Fair.
Concerts by Beatlejuice and the United States Air Force Band were the highlights ofthe Recreation
Commission sponsored cultural events with capacity crowds enjoying each event. Plans for 2001
include additional music events, as well as cultural programs and field trips. In addition to a full
complement ofyouth sports, the Commission also sponsors programs in adult basketball, aerobics,
dance, a summer camp program, the Halloween party and the Annual Rain-Soaked Easter Egg Hunt.
At the end of 2000, Lou Gobin stepped down from his position on the Commission. Lou has given
significant time and guidance during his years of volunteer service, and the Town sincerely
appreciates his contributions and effort.
The Stevens Property Committee worked throughout 2000 to develop a plan to create a recreational
facility on the 22-acre parcel purchased in 1999. A survey was done by the University of New
Hampshire Polling Center to help the committee identify resident's recreational needs and wants.
The committee has filed a preliminary report and its members are looking forward to continuing the







The Stratham Highway Department again did its best in the year 2000 to keep up with the
growth of the Town and its road system.
We try to keep the streets, cemeteries, Transfer Station, Town parking lots, and other
Town property in good shape year-round. Due to the growth of the Town, we have
needed more equipment and personnel as well. In 2000, we added 2 new employees to
give us a crew of 4 full-time employees plus the Highway Agent. We also added an
International dump truck with plows, a new mower for the cemeteries, and a Kubota
roadside-mowing tractor. All 3 pieces of equipment were needed to keep up with the
additional Town roads and time required to get our job done.
In 2000 the following new roads were added: Seavey Pasture, Wiggin Way, Winterberry
Lane, Balsam Way, and Squire Way. At least 3 or 4 larger subdivisions will probably
start in Town during 2001. Last year's roads added 2 miles to the inventory of roadways
that we maintain.
This year we hope to pave more roads around Town to keep them in good shape. As in
years past, we ask that you keep mailboxes and fences back off the road by at least 4 feet
to avoid creating a hazard within Town's right-of-ways.
Call us at 772-5550 with your questions or comments and thanks for your cooperation!
Respectfully submitted,




lite summer of 200i would have bee:: an average season mosquito-wise if not for the
- :uespread media coverage. This was due to the concern for West Nile Virus in the northeast It
began with interviews in the local papers. Then in July. Stratham took center stage when the
Boston Sunday Globe ran a front-page article above the fold. Next, came interviews on National
Public Radio ana WBZ radio. Channel 9 News. Channel 6 News and a Canadian newspaper.
Somewhere m there, we appeared in People Magazine and a variety of other newspapers. We
stepped keeping track. The biggest story came on August 22. 2000 when we were on the ABC
World News with Peter Jennings. Working with a national news crew was quite an experience.
It was nice seeing a national news story about New Hampshire that aid not include a crazy
gunman or legislator. By late August. West Nile Virus had found its way into New Hampshire.
Once again, mosquito centre', lean the rightly news. Manchester was the first community to find
this new disease transmuted by mosquitoes. By October. West Nile Virus had also been isolated
from aead ends in Deny. Newton. Hampstead. ana Candia. West Nile Virus activity halted with
the cold weather but is expected to return es the weather warms.
West Nile \irus is a disease that has changed the way we look at mosquitoes and their control.
Many towns are trying to figure out what to do. Stratham is fortunate to have an established
spray pre gran: ana surveillance program in place. Mosquitoes have become more than a
nuisance, they are a disease threat. Stratham was the rust town in New Hampshire to have
mosquitoes tested for diseases. We expanded this surveillance program in 2000 and will
continue te look for West Nile \iius in adult mosquitoes caught in Stratham. Surveillance of
mosquitoes provides an early detection system for the disease. Our extensive surveiianee
coupled with an integrated mosquito control program gives Stratham the most comprehensive
propram in the state.
We continue to control mosquitoes in swamps and salt marshes as we have m the past. Mosquito
larvae are controlled using a 3acillus bacteria, while adult mosquitoes are controlled using a
pyrethroid insecticide. Anyone who dees NOT want their property sprayed for mosquitoes must
contact car office in writing. Please send your correspondence to Mosquito Control. P.O. Box
46. Stratham. NK. Otherwise, your property may be sprayed. If you have written to us in the
past. simply phone us te rearhirm last year's request, Our phone number is ""S-5906. Feel free
to cai our office from April through September for more information regarding insecticides
usee, spray schedules. West Nile Virus information, te have your wetland inspected for mosquito
breeding :r any other pertinent questions regarding mosquitoes.
Respectfully submitted.
Sarah MacGregor
D:ea::t Mosauito Control. Inc.
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WEST NILE VIRUS UPDATE
West Nile Virus (WNV) was first discovered in the United States in New York City in 1999,
affecting 61 people, killing seven, in addition to killing eight horses. In 2000, the disease had
spread as far south as North Carolina and as far north as the Canadian border. Currently, WNV
has been found in 82 species of birds, 1 1 species of mosquitoes and a number of vertebrate
species including raccoon, squirrel, chipmunk, skunk, horse, rabbit, bat, and cat. In New
Hampshire, WNV was found in dead birds in Manchester, Deny, Hampstead, Newton, and
Candia. There were no human cases ofWNV in NH last year.
It is reasonable to suggest that we cannot stop the spread of this virus, but we can work to protect
humans through public education, active surveillance, and active control programs. Surveillance
programs track the spread ofWNV and offer an early detection system for communities. Testing
dead birds for WNV shows us where the disease is spreading. Testing adult mosquitoes for
WNV indicates where the disease has established itself locally. Larval control programs kill
mosquitoes before they emerge as biting adults. This is a very effective way to break the disease
cycle thereby protecting people and their pets. As a supplement, adulticiding is useful when
adult mosquitoes are biting.
Two mosquitoes, Culex pipiens and Culex restuans, are important carriers of WNV. These
mosquitoes are commonly found throughout the state, breeding in catch basins, sewage lagoons,
discarded tires, clogged rain gutters, flowerpots or any backyard container. Eliminating
container breeding requires diligence in order to control these disease-carrying mosquitoes. The
homeowner can have an impact on the population of these backyard mosquitoes by turning over
or covering containers. Here are tips to reduce the risk of becoming infected:
• Check your property for anything holding water. Cover containers or tip over to prevent
water from collecting. This includes dump barrels, wheelbarrows, flowerpots, kiddy pools,
tarps, tires, etc. Clear clogged rain gutters, change bird bath water every few days and keep
swimming pools chlorinated during the mosquito season.
• Check your screens for holes or gaps where mosquitoes might gain entry to your home.
• Stay indoors during peak mosquito activity. Wear long sleeved shirts and long pants if you
must be outdoors when mosquitoes are biting.
• Spray clothing with repellents containing permethrin or DEET. Adults may spray repellent
on exposed skin. Contact your pediatrician before using repellents on young children.
The odds of getting severely ill from this disease are very small. Healthy people are not at risk.
The segment of the population most at risk include the elderly, young children and people with
compromised immune systems. Residents can arm themselves with information and be better
protected. The Internet provides a wealth of information on WNV. Try visiting these websites
for more information: www.cdc.gov or www.dhhs.state.nh.us. To report a dead bird, call the
NH Health & Human Services at 866-273-6453.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah MacGregor
Dragon Mosquito Control, Inc.
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HERITAGE COMMISSION
On January 24, 2001, Chairman James Scamman, Jr. announced that he could no longer continue
to serve as Chairman of the Heritage Commission. A vote was taken during which I, Peter
Wiggin, was elected to the position of Chairman. I accepted with anticipation of productive
years ahead. On behalf of the Commission, I would like to thank Jim for his service these past
six years as Chairman and look forward to his continued participation on the Commission.
These past years have been occupied with the continuation of the Veterans Memorial Garden
project at Stratham Hill Park. If all goes well, we should be dedicating it on Memorial Day
2001 . A special thanks goes out to Faith Guimond for the poster design and production. Thanks
to Troop 896, Brian Levin and Charles Goodsell, the poster was distributed around town. We
have had a great response to them.
The Commission continues outreach efforts to actively involve local organizations, scouts and
citizens in our various projects. I look forward to expanding on these efforts and our
participation with the citizenry.
In our efforts as a Heritage Commission in attempting to preserve Stratham' s historical heritage,
landmarks, and values, it is important that we not overlook that heritage that we are creating
everyday, and which will one day be our children's.
Respectfully submitted,
James Scamman, Jr., Chair, &
Peter Wiggin, Chair as of January 2001
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STRATHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Someone has described a historical society as "the collective memory of a town," and that
certainly seems to be an accurate portrayal of Stratham's Historical Society. We have received
donations from 45 persons and organizations this year. Those donations have included
wonderful early deeds, other old documents pertaining to the Town, Grange materials, books,
and all sorts of bits and pieces of Stratham history. We are very grateful to be the recipients of
such wonderful artifacts and memorabilia. We thank those who have given so generously and
thoughtfully.
In January, Dr. David Watters from the NH Humanities Council talked on "Gravestones, Past
and Present." In March, Dr. David Switzer, also under the auspices of the NH Humanities
Council, talked to us about "Archaeology Under NH Waters." In September, we were given a
chance to explore the life of Donald Littlefield. Mora Rawlins has been working on his
collection, and gave us an inside look at her work. We toured the Stratham Community Church
in November. We are pleased with the high school students that attend our NH Humanities
programs. They receive class credit for doing so, and seem to genuinely enjoy the programs. All
of our programs are always free and open to the public.
We continue to take part in the 3 rd grade enrichment schedule, whereby all the third graders visit
the museum for a tour of the building, a slide show of the early houses, and the 250
Anniversary parade. We are helping with an oral history project, being done by Professor E.
Crepeau of UNH. Long time residents of Stratham are being interviewed about their life
experiences in relation to the changes that have occurred in the Town. Everyone involved has
been delighted with the experience. There will be a report by Professor Crepeau and the students
involved at our Annual Meeting in May.
This summer, in partnership with the Sargent Museum, we continued with the archaeological dig
on the Wiggin site at Sandy Point. Our contribution was both manpower and monetary. A
report by Dr. Neill DePaoli is available to read at the Society's building on Portsmouth Avenue.
We still sell pizza at the Stratham Fair, baked goods at the polls on election days, and hold an
annual Appraisal Day. These activities provide funds for our curatorial work, programs, phone
bills, etc. We also acquired two important genealogies this year. "A Merrill Memorial" and the
"Thurston Family Genealogy." Both were early families in our Town. Last but not least, a copy
of the newly revised "Samuel Lane Diary" was donated by a descendent.
We continue to be thankful for the support given us. Without your help we would not exist!!
Our open hours are:
Tuesdays 9 AM to 1 1 :30 AM
















We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Town of Stratham, New
Hampshire, and its combining and individual fund financial statements as of and for the year
ended December 31, 1999. In planning and performing our audit, we considered its internal
control structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our
opinion on the financial statements, and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure.
However, we did not note any matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that
we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention
relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control system that, in
our judgment, could adversely affect the Town's ability to record, process, summarize, and report
financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements.
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of
the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors
or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being
audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course
of performing their assigned functions.
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the
internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not disclose
all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above.
This report is intended solely for the information and use of the Board of Selectmen, Officers, and
management. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report which, upon
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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Town of Stratham, New
Hampshire as of and for the year ended December 31, 1999, as listed in the table of contents. These
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's management. Our responsibility
is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements, based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general
purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by
management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
The Town has not maintained a record of its general fixed assets and accordingly a statement of general
fixed assets, required by generally accepted accounting principles, is not presented in the financial report.
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of the Town of Stratham as of December 31, 1999, and the results of its
operations and cash flows of its proprietary fund types and non-expendable Trust Funds for the year then





TOWN OF STRATHAM NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED BALANCE SHEET











Cash and cash equivalents











































1,045,582 15,894 785,371 11
$5,153,875 $218,966 $787,230 1 :$£> tnb/,Q
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM. NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES AND EXPENDABLE TRUST FUNDS
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TOWN OF STRATHAM. NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN
FUND BALANCES - ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES & SIMILAR TRUST FUNDS













EXCESS REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR
71,557
384,918
FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR $456,475
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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TOWN OF STRATHAM. NEW HAMPSHIRE
COMBINED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES & SIMILAR TRUST FUNDS





CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
Operating income
NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATIONS
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:
Purchase of securities
NET CASH USED BY INVESTING ACTIVITIES














NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999
1. REPORTING ENTITY:
The Town of Stratham (the Town) was incorporated in 1716 under the laws of the State of New
Hampshire and operates under an elected three-member Board of Selectmen. In fiscal year 1999,
it was determined that no entities met the required Government Accounting Standards Board
statement #14 criteria of component units.
2. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES:
The accounting policies of the Town of Stratham, New Hampshire, conform to Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP) The Town's reporting entity applies all relevant Governmental
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) pronouncements. Proprietary funds apply Financial
Accounting Standards Board (FASB) pronouncements and Accounting Principles Board (APB)
opinions unless those pronouncements conflict with or contradict GASB pronouncements, in which
case, GASB prevails.
Basis of Presentation-Fund Accounting
The activities of the Town are accounted for through the use of several funds. Each fund is a
separate accounting entity utilizing separate sets of self-balancing accounts which are
summarized by type in the financial statements. The following fund types are used by the Town:
Governmental Funds
Government Funds are those through which most governmental functions of the Town are
financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the Town's expendable financial resources and
the related liabilities (except those accounted for in fiduciary and proprietary funds) are accounted
for through governmental funds. The measurement focus is based upon determination of
changes in financial position, rather than upon net income determination. The following are the
Town's governmental fund types:
General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Town. It is used to
account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another
fund. Most revenue and expenditures of a general government nature are accounted for in
this fund.
Special Revenue Funds - Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of
specific revenue sources (other than special assessments, expendable trusts, or major
capital projects) that are legally restricted to specified purposes.
(Continued)
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TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999
(Continued)
Fiduciary Funds
Trust and Agency Funds - Fiduciary Funds are used to account for assets held by the Town in a
trustee capacity. These include Expendable Trusts, Non-expendable Trusts and Agency Funds.
Non-expendable Trusts are held by the Town whereby the principal balance cannot be spent;
however, investment earnings may be spent for the intended purpose, while Expendable Trusts
are accounted for similar to governmental funds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets
equal liabilities) and do net involve measurement of results of operations.
Basis of Accounting
Basis of Accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the
accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the
measurement made, regardless of the measurement focus applied.
All Governmental Funds and Expendable Trust Funds are accounted for using the modified
accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and
available as net current assets. Taxpayer-assessed income, gross receipts, and sales taxes are
considered "measurable" when in the hands of intermediary collecting governments and are
recognized as revenue at that time. Anticipated refunds of such taxes are recorded as liabilities
and reductions of revenue when they are measurable and their validity seems certain. Property
tax revenue is measured in the year levied.
Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the
related fund liability is incurred. Exceptions to this general rule include: (1) accumulated unpaid
vacation, sick pay, and other employee amounts which are not accrued: and (2) principal and
interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when due.
All Proprietary Funds and Non-expendable Trust and Pension Trust Funds are accounted for
using the accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they are earned and
their expenses are recognized when they are incurred.
Use of Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the
date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.
Cash and cash equivalents - The Town's cash and cash equivalents are considered to be cash on
hand, demand deposits, and short-term investments with original maturities of three months or
less from the date of acquisition.
(Continued)
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TOWN OF STRATHAM. NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999
(Continued)
Investments - Investments are stated at market value as required by Statement of Financial
Accounting Standards (SFAS) No. 115 Accounting for Certain Investments in Debt and Equity
Securities. Marketable equity securities and debt securities should be classified as either held tc
maturity, trading, or available-for-sale. Debt securities classified as held-to-maturity should be
reported in the balance sheet at amortized cost. Trading securities and available-for-sale
securities are reported at fair value.
Accounting for Encumbrances - Encumbrance accounting is used for the General Fund anc
special revenue funds. Encumbrances are recorded when purchase orders are issued but are no
considered expenditures until liabilities for payments are incurred. Encumbrances are reported as
a reservation of fund balance on the balance sheet. Encumbrances do not lapse at the close o
the fiscal year but are carried forward as reserved fund balance until liquidated.
Budgetary Control - An annual appropriated budget is adopted for the Town's general fund
Budgets are prepared by the budget advisory committee and selectmen on a detailed line-iterr
basis. Revenues are budgeted by source. Expenditures are budgeted by department anc
character (salaries, utilities, supplies, etc.). The budget is voted on and enacted at Town Meetim
in the aggregate. The final budget is then presented to the Department of Revenue Admin istratior
for their review and approval of the tax rate. Certain limitations set by state statue must b(
adhered to before the rate is established. Since the budget is voted on in the aggregate the tota
becomes the legal level of control. Within this control level, the selectmen may transfe
appropriations without further action from the Town.
3. APPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE:
The balance in the general fund account - appropriated fund balance - represents unexpende<
funds for current and previous years special appropriations for the following purposes:
Office technology $ 13,988





The balance in the trust funds represent unexpended capital reserve accounts established for tfo
following:
Land conservation $108,147




TOWN OF STRATHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999
(Continued)
TOTAL COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW:
Total columns on the Combined Statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that
they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present
financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles. Such data is not comparable to a consolidation since interfund
elimination's have not been made.
PROPERTY TAX CYCLE:
Property taxes are based on values assessed as of April 1, and are normally due by December 1,
or thirty days subsequent to mailing date, whichever is later. Taxes due and unpaid after the
respective due date are subject to interest at 12%. The Town has an ultimate right to foreclose on
property for which taxes have not been paid. 90 days after the taxes become delinquent the tax
collector can initiate the tax lien/sale procedure by notifying the taxpayer by certified mail that they
have 32 days to pay the bill or a lien shall be recorded against the property at the Registrar of
Deeds. Once such lien is placed, interest increases to 18%.
If full redemption of such outstanding tax lien is not timely made within two years of the execution
of the lien, including statutory interest and costs accrued thereon, a tax deed may be issued to the
holder of such lien pursuant to RSA 80:38 or RSA 80:76, and disposed of as the deed holder shall
determine.
PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT:
The Town has not maintained a complete record of general fixed assets and accordingly a
complete statement of general fixed assets required by generally accepted accounting principles is
not included.
CASH AND INVESTMENTS:
RSA 48:16 requires that all funds belonging to the Town shall be deposited in solvent banks within
the state, except funds may be deposited in banks outside the state if such banks pledge and
deliver collateral to the state treasurer of equal value as the funds deposited. There is no
requirement of an in-state bank to collateralize deposits in excess of FDIC insurance.
(Continued)
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1999
(Continued)
7. CASH AND INVESTMENTS (continued)
The Town's cash deposits and investments at December 31, 1999, are categorized by maturity
date and by the level of risk assumed by the Town. The risk categories are defined as follows:
(1) Insured or collateralized with securities held by the Town or its agent in Town's name;
(2) Collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial institution's trust departmen
or agent in the Town's name;
(3) Uncollateralized or uninsured for which securities are held by the financial institution's
trust department or agent but not in the Town's name.






1 2 3 Value












$234,440 $ - 4,463,523 $5,095,704 $5,214,468
8. RECONCILIATION OF BUDGET AS APPROVED AT TOWN MEETING TO GAAP BASIS BUDGET:
Total appropriations - Town Meeting $12,862,260
Add: Prior years' appropriates expended
1998 Property acquisition 100,000
Less: 1999 Appropriations carried forward
Office technology (13,988)






TOWN OF STRATHA M, NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL




















Rent & sale of Town property
Permits, filing fees
Dog licenses



































TOWN OF STRATHAM. NEW HAMPSHIRE
DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL











vital statistics 3,530 5,625 (2,095)
Financial administration 74,025 71,048 2,977
Legal 50,000 15,827 34,173
Employee benefits 92,891 81,752 11,139
Planning and zoning 116,355 102,288 14,067
General government buildings 76,807 69,340 7,467
Revaluation 3,450 - 3,450
Cemeteries 19,500 17,107 2,393
Insurance 211,845 212,436 (591)
Abatements/Refunds - 13,055 (13,055)
798,843 738,262 60,581
PUBLIC SAFETY:
Police 563,024 507,489 55,535
Fire 69,278 72,823 (3,545)
Dispatch service 38,587 38,587 -
Emergency management 1,200 926 274
672,089 619,825 52,264
HIGHWAYS & STREETS:
Town maintenance 370,115 341,531 28,584
Street lights 5,500 4,607 893
375,615 346,138 29,477
SANITATION:
Trash pick-up 356,635 332,134 24,501
HEALTH & WELFARE:
General assistance 6,000 2,976 3,024
Health department 22,917 22,917 -
Animal control 3,000 300 2,700
Mosquito control 26,960 26,960 -
58,877 53,153 5,724
PARKS & RECREATION:
Parks 33,782 29,963 3,819
Recreation 28,200 22,128 6,072
Patriotic 1,350 708 642
Heritage 2,400 1,312 1,088
$ 65,732 $ 54,111 $ 11,621
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL FUND REVENUES, EXPENDITURES
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL







Interest - short term
CAPITAL OUTLAY & SPECIAL WARRANTS:
Property acquisition- 1999
Office technology- 1999
Truck & plow- 1999
Municipal improvements - 1999






EXCESS DEFICIENCY OF REVENUES
OVER EXPENDITURES
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
Operating transfers-in
Operating transfers-out
TOTAL OTHER SOURCES (USES)
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND
OTHER SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES
AND OTHER USES
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR
FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR
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Dr. Arthur Hanson, Superintendent of Schools
ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT AND DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES
Paul A. Flynn
























STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the School District of the Town of Stratham, County of Rockingham, State ofNew
Hampshire, qualified to vote upon District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Municipal Center in said District on the thirteenth day of March,




To choose one Member of the School Board for the ensuing three years.
2. To choose a Moderator, Clerk, and Treasurer for the ensuing three years.
3. By petition of 39 residents: Shall the District vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 40: 1 3 (known as
SB2) to allow official ballot voting on all issues before the Stratham School District on the second
Tuesday of March. (The School Board recommends this article by a vote of 3 to 1
)
Given under our hands at said Stratham on this /y day of February, 200
^ <g, ^4^,^
School Board of Stratham, NH
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE






STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the School District of the Town of Stratham, County ofRockingham, State of
New Hampshire, qualified to vote upon District affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Stratham Memorial School in said District on the ninth day of
March, 2001 at seven o'clock in the evening to act on the following subjects:
1
.
To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,145,921 .70 for the
support of schools, for payment of salaries of School District officials and agents, and for
payment of the statutory obligations of the School District, not including appropriations by
special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately. (The School Board
recommends this appropriation)
2. By Petition: To see if the Stratham School District will vote to remove $100,396 from the 2001
- 2002 appropriations for the purpose of replacing the current extended day program with that
of a half-day kindergarten. Such sums cover the cost of salaries and benefits for teachers,
regular education assistants and special education assistants and the additional cost ofbusing
associated with the extended day program. (The School Board is split by a vote of 2 in favor
and 2 against recommending or not recommending this article)
3. By Petition: To engage in public discussion regarding the proposal to adopt the provisions of
RSA 40: 13 (known as SB2), which will be voted on by official ballot on March 13, 2001
.
(The School Board recommends the adoption of this article by a vote of 3 to 1)
4. To hear reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or Officers heretofore chosen and pass any
vote relating thereto.
5. To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Stratham on this J^j day of February, 2001.
Qji^LvwfiA.
School Board of Stratham, NH
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TRUE COPY OF WARRANT - ATTEST:
U) cD0/^v\v jw,^,
CERTIFICATION ON POSTING OF WARRANT
1 certify that on the day of February, 2000, 1 posted copies of the
within Warrant, attested by the School Board of said District, at the place of meeting within named and
a like attested copy at the Stratham Municipal Center and the Stratham Post Office, being public places
in said pre-existing District.
Robert Hillery
Chairperson, Stratham School Board
Rockingham, SS.






REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
for the
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1999 TO JUNE 30, 2000
SUMMARY




BALANCE OF PREVIOUS APPROPRIATIONS
ADVANCE ON NEXT YEARS APPROPRIATION
REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
RECEIVED FROM TUITIONS
RECEIVED AS INCOME FROM TRUST FUNDS
RECEIVED FROM SALE OF NOTES AND BONDS ( BOND RE-FUNDING)
RECEIVED FROM CAPITAL RESERVE FUNDS


















TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR FISCAL YEAR (BALANCE & RECEIPTS)
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID
BALANCE ON HAND 6/30/00 (TREASURER'S BANK BALANCE) $542,545.55
JULY 28, 2000 EDWARD GEPPNER


















Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
To the School Board:
We have audited the financial statements ofStratham School District for the year ended June 30, 2000, and
have issued our report thereon dated September 19, 2000. As a part ofour audit, we reviewed and tested
the School District's system ofinternal accounting control to the extentwe considered necessary to evaluate
the system as required by generally accepted auditing standards. Under these standards the purpose ofsuch
evaluation is to establish a basis for reliance thereon in determining the nature, timing and extent of other
auditing procedures that are necessary for expressing an opinion on the financial statements.
The objective of internal accounting control is to provide reasonable but not absolute assurance as to the
safeguarding of assets against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and the reliability of financial
records for preparing financial statements and maintaining accountability for assets. The concept of
reasonable assurance recognizes that the cost ofa system of internal accounting control should not exceed
the benefits derived and also recognizes that the evaluation ofthese factors necessarily requires estimates
and judgments by those managing the Stratham School District affairs.
There are inherent limitations that should be recognized in considering the potential effectiveness of any
system of internal accounting control. In the performance of most control procedures, errors can result
from misunderstanding ofinstructions, mistakes ofjudgment, carelessness, or any other of several factors.
Control procedures whose effectiveness depends upon segregation of duties can be circumvented
intentionally by those managing the Stratham School District affairs with respect to the estimates and
judgments required in the preparation of financial statements.
Further projection of any evaluation of internal accounting control to future periods is subject to the risk
that the procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions and that the degree of
compliance with the procedures may deteriorate.
Our study and evaluation ofthe Stratham School District system ofinternal accounting control for the year
ended June 30, 2000, which was made for the purpose set forth in the first paragraph above, would not
necessarily disclose all weaknesses in the system. However, such study and evaluation disclosed the
j
following conditions that we believe should be corrected as soon as possible.
Brian P. Lome, (PA MSI"
P.O. BOX 459
Exeter, NH 03833-O45!)
603-772-34OO • ftJX 003-772-7()\)7
Thomas G. IXimais. CPA
Dor, A. Can>j. tan.
36 Wakae1 '
Rochester, NHO?
003-335-3006 • POX C
100 f'.msiil- f \\rfnn\h
STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT
Internal Accounting Control Recommendations
For the Year Ended June 30, 2000
PREVIOUS RECOMMENDATIONS
Property and Equipment (School Board, District Office)
The School District does not maintain records of general fixed assets as a matter of policy. Such assets
would consist of such items ai: land, buildings, furniture and fixtures, equipment, vehicles, etc. The
recording offixed assets fulfills the stewardship needs to provide for physical and dollar value control, and
establishes accountability for capital expenditures over the years.
With the recording offixed assets, the related depreciation could be determined on an annual basis for the
purpose ofmeasuring total costs ofthe School District's services and evaluating the efficiency ofprograms.
This would be particularly true with the food service fund.
ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS
Food Service (School Board, District Offices, Treasurer, Lunch Director)
Cash Checking
After comparing net loss for the last three (3) years; 2000 - <$5,814>,1999 - $<6,354> and 1998 -
$<4,424>, based on this scenario, the Food Service may not be able to pay vendors and salaries within two
(2) years. The School Board should consider subsidizing Food Service within two (2) years, options;
increase the meals or reduce costs.
i
Auditor's Report (School Board)
We feel very strongly that the institution of the above outlined procedures will lead to more reliable and
responsible financial reporting. With government funding being as it is, we know how important reliable
financial reporting can be.
We would like to thank everyone involved with the audit for their help and cooperation.
Ifyou have any questions regarding the audit or ifwe may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate
to contact us.
//-
LORTIE & CARIGNAN, PROf ASSN.
Certified Public Accountants
Dated: September 19, 2000
W;.\A,V. PKnHiNS/uNAi. Av-
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PREVIOUS TWO FISCAL YEARS PER RSA 32:ll-a









































Services to other LEAs










Total Revenues 54,339 200,219





SOURCE OF REVENUE: ACTUAL ADOPTED PROPOSED
BALANCE (ACTUAL OR ESTIMATED) S153.637.15 $325,418.00 $155,000.00
BUILDING AID $112,500.00 $102,055.00 $112,500.00
FOUNDATION AID $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
CHILD NUTRITION S0.00 $0.00 $0.00
EARNINGS ON INVESTMENTS $36,534.85 $12,000.00
|
$15,000.00
BOND REFUNDING $9,228.44 $0.00 $0.00
CATASTROPHIC AID $703.94 $12,996.00 $15,000.00
TUITION S13.994.20 $7,000.00 $7,000.00
MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENTS $59,662.74 $15,000.00 $20,000.00
EXETER REGION CO-OP / BUY-OUT S29.894.00 $30,564.00 $30,564.00
FOOD SERVICE MANAGEMENT S0.00 $109,438.00 $120,688.00
OTHER S2.733.70 $0.00 $0.00
TOTAL REVENUES S418,889.02 $614,471.00 $475,752.00
LESS: AMOUNT OF COST OF ADEQUATE $482,883.00 $482,883.00 $469,185.00
EDUCATION GRANT
DISTRICT ASSESSMENT S4,292,991.00 $4,506,876.00 $5,200,984.70
TOTAL APPROPRIATION VOTED OR
TO BE VOTED BY DISTRICT S5,196,639.00 $5,604,230.00 $6,145,921.70 !*^^^__—^_—-————
—
^^—^^—
*Does not include Warrant Articles
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STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT
Teacher and Administrative 2000-01
Staff
Under Contract




Bowen-lrish, Tere $27,085.80 (60%)
Caldwell, Jessica $31,146.00









Eitler, Judy $30,580.00 (60%)
Dupuis, Catherine $48,720.00









Griffith, Diane $29,232.00 (60%)




















Spencer, Frank $40,494.40 (80%)
Spencer, Maryjo $41,435.00








































SAU 16 REPORT OF ADMINISTRATION
Arthur L. Hanson, Ed.D. Stephen A. Kossakoski, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools Assistant Superintendent-Technology
Paul A. Flynn, M.Ed. Donna Y. Marsden, M.Ed.
Associate Superintendent Assistant Superintendent-Curriculum
In July 2000, with the retirement of Assistant Superintendent Barbara Lobdell, SAU 16
welcomed Donna Marsden as Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, and also Dr.
Stephen Kossakoski as Assistant Superintendent of Technology. The SAU 16 Joint
Board approved the new position of Superintendent of Technology in order to manage
the growth and collaborative efforts of technology in the school districts. Recognizing
the continued growth and responsibilities of staff and students in SAU #16, the Joint
Board promoted Paul Flynn to Associate Superintendent of Schools. In August 2000,
Joan Ostrowski assumed the position of principal of Swasey Elementary School in
Brentwood, and former Exeter Junior High School Principal Thomas Meehan was
appointed as the new interim principal for Kensington Elementary School. The schools
opened their doors to continued record enrollments: Swasey Elementary School in
Brentwood - 255; East Kingston Elementary School - 178; Exeter Elementary (Main
Street School and Lincoln Street School) - 1056; Kensington Elementary School - 169;
Newfields Elementary School - 164; Stratham Memorial School - 648; Cooperative
Middle School - 1299; and Exeter High School - 1534.
March 2000 saw East Kingston open with their addition of three new classrooms and one
kindergarten classroom. In November 2000, Newfields Elementary School also
completed their addition of three classrooms and one kindergarten classroom. Lincoln
Street School continued with renovations during the summer of 2000 in an effort to
address building deficiencies. The school boards of Brentwood and Kensington are
proposing building additions for their schools for March 2001.
The communities in SAU 16 approved the $35.5 million renovation project for Exeter
High School and the Seacoast School of Technology in March 2000. However, due to a
legal challenge, the project has been delayed awaiting a ruling from the New Hampshire
Supreme Court. Exeter High School culminated their three year self-study in preparation
for the October 2000 visitation by the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges'(NEASC) Accreditation Committee. In a preliminary NEASC summary of
findings, the students, staff and school programs received high marks. The physical
facility continues to be a major concern ofNEASC.
In September 2000, the SAU Joint Board approved combining the Cooperative Business
Office with the SAU Business Office. This is enabling more efficient and effective
utilization of all staff and resources. The administration and Board of SAU 16 continues
to work collaboratively to coordinate curriculum, technology initiatives, staff evaluation
and other district-wide efforts. The funding challenges for the 2001-2002 school year
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are the increased costs in transportation, gas, electric and oil prices, and special
education. The SAU boards and administrators are working judiciously to present
reasonable school budgets.
In an effort to continue community dialogue, the SAU sponsored a forum of town
officials, state representatives and school officials to discuss the current population
growth and its impact on the towns and the schools. Also, Dr. Stephen Kossakoski and
Sam Bruno, the Government and Education Television Channel Coordinator for the town
of Exeter, discussed with the attendees their efforts to initiate educational channel access
to all SAU 16 towns. This would enable all residents of the six towns to view numerous
ERCSD school meetings, activities and events now only available to Exeter residents.
The enormous responsibility of insuring that each student in our district receives an
equitable education while coming from varying financial and demographic backgrounds,
combined with New Hampshire's unresolved funding crisis, has unfortunately placed
unwarranted emphasis on our financial needs versus our educational needs. Added with
the availability of a plethora of technologies, the school district needs to stay focused to
be certain that our students and staff are kept abreast, while at the same time not
diminishing the fundamental needs of all students. SAU 16 continues its full





STRATHAM SCHOOL BOARD REPORT
This year the Stratham School board continued to work with the Stratham Memorial School
administrators and professional employees to deliver quality education to our children. The
Principal, Mr. Tom Fosher, has successfully implemented the new extended day kindergarten,
monitored the growing enrichment program, worked with the teams to assess SAU 1 6 curriculum
standards, and conducted the first of the teacher evaluations that will help them and our school
improve. Mr. Dennis Dobe has been instrumental in working across the grade levels on the math
programs. Meg Driscoll and Mary Ellen Palmer have done their customary outstanding job
ensuring students with educational challenges and needs for assistance have also received the
benefits of a sound education, either with Stratham Memorial's programs or at other appropriate
facilities. Theirs is a difficult task and with such excellent support from all of the SMS staff we
will continue to succeed.
We welcome a number of new professionals to the Stratham memorial School family. In our
Kindergarten, we are joined by Jessica Caldwell, Laurie Noyes-Hand, and Kristen Sullivan.
Kerry Donahue is on the second grade team, and Gary Harrison & Karen Smith join us at fifth
grade. Donna DiNola has come aboard as our new Food Service Director, and MaryJo Spencer
is our new Technology Coordinator. Each of these brings talent, experience, and enthusiasm to
teaching and service to the school and the children. Great to have you here!
The SMS building is in great shape, thanks to Bob McAlpine and the entire custodial staff. They
have done a wonderful job ensuring this building which is now over 10 years old remains a good
environment for learning. Thank you.
The children are demonstrating their success everyday in their classes and in their community
involvement. From Spelling and Geography Bees to Math Olympiad to Student Senate
collections for Christmas donations for those less fortunate in our area they have made all of us
proud. This is a good measure of the strong character of our town, as well as of these young
citizens who have learned the value of participation in their school.
This year we say farewell to Mr. Bill Thompson as a member of the school board. We are
thankful for your dedication and your insight. Your knowledge of educational issues helped
guide this board in its support of the primary reason for what we do: the children. As the board
moves forward with a newly elected member, we hope to retain the perspectives of all of the
citizens of the town.
There continue to be many challenges ahead. Statewide controversy over school funding is still
a major issue. Student testing and teacher assessment are evolving fields. Town growth and
student population, with their potential for long-range facilities planning needs, bear constant
monitoring. To meet and transcend these and other items before the board & the town we
strongly encourage your involvement in the process. Remember, while voting is important being
a part of the shaping of policy at deliberative sessions and board meetings can have a greater




39 Gifford Farm Road
Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
(603) 772-5413
Thomas J. Fosher Margaret Driscoll
Principal Director ofStudent Services
Dennis Dobe Mary Ellen Palmer




The 1999-2000 school year began with the anticipation ofY2K and all of its grandeur.
Without any ofthe predicted troubles that were forecasted, the school year went extremely well
and too quickly. We began the school year with the inception of an extended day kindergarten
program. Our younger students now attend SMS for five hours per day rather than the traditional
half-day program oftwo and one half hours. As this program expanded we hired additional staff
to the school. Mrs. Jessica Caldwell, Ms. Laurie Noyes-Hand and Mrs. Kristen Sullivan joined us
to form a strong early childhood team. Also securing positions at the school were Ms. Kerry
Donahue (grade 2), Ms. Karen Smith (grade 5), Mr. Gary Harrison (grade 5), and Mrs. Mary Jo
Spencer (Technology Co-ordinator). It was with regret that we said goodbye to Mrs. Paula Walsh
who retired after #21 years of service and Ms. Mindy Zych who relocated to Georgia where she is
currently teaching fifth grade.
There have been some leadership changes within the SAU. Donna Marsden, Assistant
Superintendent, was hired as the curriculum coordinator for SAU #16. Dr. Steve Kossakoski,
Assistant Superintendent for Stratham, was hired as the SAU #16 Technology Coordinator as
well. We would like to thank Mr. Paul Flynn, Associate Superintendent, for his guidance and
support to the town and school. Mr. Flynn was our assistant superintendent for seven years and is
now in charge ofthe Exeter elementary schools.
The enrichment program is now in its second year. Mr. Bruce Larson is our Challenge
Co-ordinator and has provided many opportunities for teachers and students to enhance their
learning. Mr. Larson was instrumental in helping the children select a mascot for the school.
After many nominations and votes, the democratic process provided us with our first official
mascot, 'the Wolf Some ofthe activities the enrichment program has provided include weather,
rocketry, chess, world language, and critter club. Additional activities that were scheduled
included "A Day at the Coast," "Mission Wolf Group," and DestiNation ImagiNation"
In conjunction with the Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) and the Stratham Teachers'
Association (STA), we were able to sponsor additional enriching activities. These programs
included TJ Wheeler and Jug Band, Genevieve Aichele from the New Hampshire Theatre Project,
and Jeff Corwin who is known from the Disney Channel for his work with animals.
Through the efforts of many volunteers Stratham Memorial School has once again been
recognized as a Blue Ribbon School. Well over 7,000 hours have been spent by this community
assisting in classrooms, activities, and after school programs. Our volunteers have aided us in
providing a well rounded learning environment at SMS. Special thanks to Nancy Hunter, our
volunteer co-ordinator, for taking on this monumental task.
As always, we are fortunate to have such a supportive community, a dedicated and caring
staff, parents who value education, and students with an eagerness to learn. Our doors are always
open, and we extend an invitation to the Stratham community to visit as we prepare our youth to






39 Gifford Farm Road
Stratham, New Hampshire 03885
(603) 772-5413
Thomas J. Fosher Margaret E. Drisco
Principal Director of Special Servia
Dennis W. Dobe Mary Ellen Palm<
Assistant Principal Director of Special Servia
Stratham Memorial School Special Education Report
At Stratham Memorial School, special education services are provided to students with educational
disabilities in accordance with both federal and state laws. The federal law, Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) '97, as well as state statutes, mandate a free, appropriate, public education for
students, ages 3-21, with "educational" handicaps in the least restrictive environment (LRE). Currently,
there are fourteen types of educational disabilities that could qualify a child for special education services.
Eligibility is the decision ofthe evaluation team, a group comprised of certified evaluators, the child's
teacher, and the child's parents. Stratham Memorial School has always stressed the importance of
gathering and sharing information from all team members so that participants can gain an insight into each
referred child's learning style, strengths, and needs. At this time, the school is providing special education
supports to 86 children, aged three years through grade five.
All special education services for students are provided in conformity with an Individual Education
Program (IEP) developed for each student. This document outlines the child's current level of
performance and goals/objectives for him or her to create a shared understanding ofthe learning needs that
result from the disability. Special Education is defined as specially designed instruction, at no cost to the
parent, to meet the unique needs of a child with an "educational" disability as well as the related services
and supplementary aids and services needed for a child to benefit from special education. This means that
the team adapts the content, methodology, or instructional delivery ofthe general education curriculum in
ways that allow students with disabilities to learn in large groups, small groups, or individually. The law
mandates parent participation as well as teacher input when developing an IEP for each child. This
document is then graded each quarter ofthe school year by the team to assess progress with learning.
Stratham Memorial School continues to strive to create an educational community where all students can
learn together. The use oftechnology has helped to bridge the gap among learners with the design of
customized curriculum materials and the use of software programs that enable students to become more
proficient with academic skills. More staff has become competent with the use ofthese materials given
training and support from our specialists. Many students have benefited from these materials as they can
be can accessed in the learning labs, regular classrooms and computer room.
This fall we participated with other special education administrators in the review process for the proposed
special education rules for the 1994 New Hampshire Standardsfor the Education ofStudents with
Disabilities. These revisions will bring NH in compliance with the statutes ofIDEA '97. We look forward
to the outcome of this exercise as a way to improve special education practice for the benefit of all students
and their families.
Collaboration with parents continues to be the foundation of an effective special education process. We
welcome your participation in this process as we work together to improve the quality of learning and
teaching in our school.
Margaret E. Driscoll Mary Ellen Palmer




TOTAL ENROLLMENT JANUARY 1, 2001
Memorial Pre-5
Pre K 1 2 3 4 5 Total
20 105 93 103 122 110 116 669
19 73 94 114 98 114 113 625
TABLE II

















































27 28 29 30 31
3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28
Aug 29, 30 Teacher In-service
Sept 3 Labor Day - No School (19)
Sept 4 School Opens - K-5 & Gr 6 & 9
Sept 5 School Opens - All students
OCTOBER
1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30 31
Oct 5 Teacher In-service
Oct 8 Columbus Day - No School (21)
NOVEMBER
1 2





19 21 22 23
26 28 29 30
Nov 12 Veteran's Day (18)
















24 25 26 27 28
Dec 24-Jan 1 Holiday Recess (H
JANUARY
m 2 3 4
7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 31
Jan 1 Holiday Recess
(22)
SAU #16 CALENDAR KEY
2001-2002 BOLD Teacher Iii-service
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4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29
March 1 Winter Vacation (19)























6 7 8 9 10
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30 31
May 27 Memorial Day - No school (22)
JUNE
3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28
June 17 Last day for students (11)
June 18 Teacher In-service (185 day contract)
180 student days
Cancellation days due to inclement weather may be made up during April vacation, Saturdays or during the
third week in June. The decision on whether to use April vacation will be made by March 4, 2002.
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STRATHAM SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES
March 10, 2000
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by Deputy Moderator Gordon Snyder.
Mr. Snyder led the Pledge of Allegiance. He then introduced the school district clerk,
school board members, SAU 16 administrators, and SMS administration. Mr. Snyder described
the voting rules and read the warrant. He noted that he received a written petition for a secret
ballot vote on Article 2.
Article 1 . To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,420,949.00 for the support of schools, for payment of salaries of School District officials and
agents, and for the payment of the statutory obligations of the School District, not including
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately. (The School
Board recommends this appropriation).
The Moderator recognized Bill Thompson, Board Chair. Mr. Thompson moved to accept
the Article. Mr. O'Sullivan seconded the motion.
Mr. Thompson addressed the budget. He highlighted some areas of the budget asking
for $5,420,949.00 which is a $254,310 or 4.32% increase over last year's budget. Mr. Thompson
noted that the Board raised the starting pay rate for support staff to $9.00 to stay competitive with
other districts, and it represents the second year of the teacher contract. The district is entering
the third year of the contract with the bus company and are anticipating major increases in the
coming year due to difficulty with hiring bus drivers.
Mr. Snyder recognized John Reiss, representing the Financial Advisory Committee in the
absence of Janet Prior. Mr. Reiss thanked the members of the committee: John Bunker, Sue
Canada, Sue Hunter, Barbara Loh, Joe Roginski, Paula Kroiikoski, and Janet Prior. Mr. Reiss
thanked the members of the School Board and administration, as well as Assistant
Superintendent Paul Flynn, for the long hours they spent putting together the budget which the
Financial Committee is very supportive of.
Mr.. Snyder reread the article and asked for any question. There were none. He then
called for the vote. The budget passed unanimously.
Article 2 . To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$183,281 .00 for the purpose of expanding the present half-day kindergarten program to that of an
extended-day kindergarten program. Such sum to cover the cost of additional salaries and
related benefits, additional equipment and supplies, and additional transportation. (The School
Board recommends this appropriation).
Mr. Thompson moved to accept the article. Mrs. Gobin seconded the motion.
Mr. Thompson recognized Vicky Avery of the Kindergarten Committee to give a
presentation on the extended-day program. Mrs. Avery introduced members of the committee.
She then explained the work of the committee over the past two years and its history. The first
goal was to develop the best program available for students. The second goal was how to
implement a longer day. She overviewed changes in the past ten years of curriculum, as well as
children's daily schedules. Mrs. Avery then explained the extended-day daily schedule versus
the current schedule and curriculum changes. The impact on the budget would be $1 14,073 for
2.5 teachers' salary and benefits, $27,758 salary and benefits for 2.5 aides, $28,000 for 2
additional bus runs, and $13,450 for equipment and supplies totalling $183,281. This represents
42 cents per thousand tax. The committee looked at a two room addition for the kindergarten
wing using state aid designated for kindergarten. Due to state fire codes, the sprinkler system
would need to be updated in the existing building in order to add on, making the cost much
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higher. The SMS administration determined that there is currently space in the existing building
for two additional kindergarten classes for the short term. The Board has formed the Space
Needs Committee to determine the long range needs. Mrs. Avery thanked the committee
members, past and present, for their work.
Mr. Snyder recognized John Reiss for the Financial Advisory Committee
recommendation. Mr. Reiss reported that the committee feels the program has merits, but is split
on the timeliness, tax impact, and need of program.
Mr. Snyder recognized Mr. Thompson who spoke on the building construction and the
creation of the Space Needs Committee who will bring a report to the town in January 2001 . The
first meeting with the committee is April 19t
h
for anyone interested.
Mr. Snyder asked for comments and questions.
Peter Hopkinsin of 4 Shannon Drive was concerned that the extended-day program might
lead to a pre-kindergarten program. He thought there are heavy duty concepts in the program
which seems like an awful lot for a 5 year old. He felt the committee has done a huge amount of
work. He wanted to know if Stratham is behind other area schools with our program. Mrs. Avery
answered the question that there are no other extended-day programs in SAU 16. She also
noted that other SAU 16 towns do not have the same Math program as SMS.
Samer Ramadan of 1 Orchard Hill Road said he has three children who have attended
French kindergartens that were extended days and that it was extremely valuable for them.
Patricia Lovejoy - 21 Coach Road - spoke on classroom availability. She noted there
are two programs now using classrooms - Enrichment and the S.P.R.O.U.T.S. Reading program
that might be displaced. She suggested using the current kindergarten schedule with students
attending school until 3:00 one day a week starting in September instead of January. She also
suggested eliminating the computer lab and eliminating one day of arts & crafts in the classroom.
These could be replaced with language arts or math which would add 73 hours in the course of a
year for additional teaching time. The costs of this program added with the high school
renovation costs is a great deal. She recommended that the Space Needs Committee to look at
space needs for the town while keeping the current program for another year, then look at a new
program'when more information has been gathered. She would like to wait another year on this
program.
Michael Aldrich - 6 Beech Court - feels there is a great correlation between arts & crafts
and other learning. He also believes that when towns stop backing their school boards, property
values go down.
Jane Butcher of Rollins Farm Road asked what would happen if the program is passed
and the town keeps growing? Will we be hit with construction next year? She feels a 5 hour day
is a long day and that we need to look at this from a bigger picture. She said they are little kids
and that there is a big difference developmental^ between 5 year olds and 6 year olds.
Lissa Ham - 58 Dumbarton Oaks - said that it is not guaranteed that we will have the
current program next year. She noted that it was a pilot program for one year with the Board
continuing it a second year while the Kindergarten Committee did its research. She also noted
that arts & crafts teach student how to use scissors, etc. using fine motor skills. She also noted
that only one of the two kindergarten teaches uses the computer lab because the other teacher
doesnt want to use time out of the classroom. She also feels that this program needs to be
addressed now; it's going to happen sometime - this year, next year, whenever. She also noted
that she is a member of the town's planning board and is aware of the increase in housing. That
doesnl always mean more children. She does not agree with the trickle down effect of pre-
kindergarten, etc. She noted that kindergarten children need to be prepared for first grade.
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Dan Platte of 6 Wingate Court moved to Stratham strictly for the school system. He feels
there is a wide range of students coming into kindergarten, many have never been in school
before. Children struggle if they are not prepared for first grade and the base for education starts
in kindergarten. He feels the program will help the lower and middle group students to be higher
achievers.
Karen Grant - 7 Bo'Ness Lane - wanted to remind everyone that this program is being
advocated by the kindergarten teachers. She has volunteered in the kindergarten classroom and
feels that a two and half hour day is too exhausting for students because it is so rushed.
Donna Kaminski - 5 Sweetland Place - feels the need for the high school project if far
greater than the extended-day program, and the tax impact is great. Please need to take it into
consideration.
Donna Maher - 16 Crestview Drive - noted that as a kindergarten teacher, she would not
want to start teaching a full day schedule starting in September because the children are not
ready for it. She also spoke on the benefits of arts & crafts and computer lab time. Both are part
of learning other skills, not just fun and games. She is very much in favor of the high school
project. She will not sacrifice her children's education in the beginning, the end, or the middle.
Cathy Rickarby of 3 Country Farm Road is concerned with the current schedule with one
extended day and one day off a week. Children need a daily routine of getting on and off the bus
with peers and the constant routine of going everyday. The high school is very important, but
these are two separate issues.
Julie Smith of 81 Bunker Hill Avenue wanted a definition of short term for space
availability and what is the current enrollment. She also asked Mr. Fosher what the total capacity
of the school is.
Jim Scamman of Portsmouth Avenue made a motion to move the question. Gordon
Bailey seconded it. The majority voted in favor of the motion.
Mr. Snyder called for a vote. He reiterated that it would be by secret ballot. He then read
Article 2: To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $183,281 .00
for the purpose of expanding the present half-day kindergarten program to that of an extended-
day kindergarten program. Such sum to cover the cost of additional salaries and related benefits,
additional equipment and supplies, and additional transportation.
The motion passed with 152 yes and 136 no.
Mr. Thompson acknowledged and thanked Mr. O'Sullivan for his three years of service
on the School Board. He presented Mr. O'Sullivan a plague for his service. Mr. Thompson then
also acknolwedged and thanked Mrs. Gobin for her six years of service and her mentoring
mentoring while on the School Board. He presented her with a bouquet of flowers and a plague
for her service.
Mr. Snyder reminded people that town elections, the Co-Op budget vote, and school
board elections are Tuesday, March 14, 2000.
Article 3 . To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or Officers heretofore
Chosen and pass any vote relating thereto. All in favor.
Article 4 . To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in relation to any single subject
embraced in this warrant. All in favor.
125
Article 5 . To transact any other business which may legally come before this meeting.
All in favor.
Mr. O'Suilivan moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 PM. Mr. Hillery seconded the
motion. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted,
Paula K. Geppner, School District Clerk
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ADMINISTRATIVE SALARIES 203,000.00 203,384.25 279,000.00 279,000.00
11-2320-110 SUPERINTENDENT 89,900.00 90,393.03 95,000.00 95,000.00
11-2320-110 ASSOC. SUPERINTENDENT 75,400.00 75,327.57 39,000.00 39,000.00
11-2320-110 ASST. SUPERINTENDENTS 37,700.00 37,663.65 145,000.00 145,000.00
11-2320-111 TREASURER & BRD MINUTES 1,500.00 1,238.00 1,500.00 1,500.00
11-2320-114 SUPPLEMENTAL SALARIES 1,000.00 1,000.23 1,000.00 1,000.00
11-2320-115 SECRETARIES SALARIES 108,200.00 95,402.41 106,649.00 106,649.00
11-2320-117 HUMAN RESOURCES (.05) 37,700.00 37,663.75 37,700.00 37,700.00
11-2320-118 CURRICULUM COORDINATOR 56,160.00 37,405.26 - -
11-2320-119 NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR 61,000.00 28,937.79 - -
11-2320-211 HEALTH INSURANCE 39,019.00 35,545.63 65,000.00 65,000.00
11-2320-212 DENTAL INSURANCE 2,355.00 2,216.61 3,000.00 3,100.00
11-2320-213 LIFE INSURANCE 1,437.00 1,057.94 2,064.00 2,100.00
11-2320-214 WORKERS COMPENSATION 3,000.00 512.01 3,000.00 3,000.00
11-2320-221 RETIREMENT (4.47%) 16,372.00 15,296.54 20,400.00 21,100.00
11-2320-230 FICA (7.65%) 29,553.00 26,672.89 34,400.00 35,200.00
11-2320-231 DISABILITY INSURANCE 2,875.00 1,799.93 2,884.00 3,884.00
11-2320-260 UNEMPLOYMENT COMP. 448.00 413.70 450.00 450.00
11-2320-290 CONFERENCES 3,500.00 3,332.96 4,000.00 5,000.00
1 1-2320-270 COURSE REIMBURSEMENTS 1,500.00 4,295.00 1,500.00 1,500.00
11-2320-320 STAFF TRAINING 6,000.00 5,424.05 11,820.00 15,000.00
11-2320-371 AUDIT EXPENSE 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,200.00 5,000.00
1 1-2320-372 LEGAL EXPENSE 4,000.00 2,382.00 4,000.00 4,000.00
11-2320-450 RENT 27,500.00 25,567.92 30,000.00 53,000.00
11-2320-440 REPAIR & MAINTENANCE 8,000.00 6,941.35 8,000.00 8,000.00
11-2320-520 ERRORS AND OMISSIONS 11,000.00 5,059.00 5,400.00 5,400.00
11-2320-521 PROPERTY INSURANCE 1,750.00 3,518.00 1,750.00 1,750.00
11-2320-531 TELEPHONE 11,000.00 7,863.02 11,000.00 13,000.00
11-2320-532 POSTAGE METER 9,000 00 4,367.00 9,000.00 12,000.00
11-2320-580 TRAVEL 8,200.00 7,200.00 9.600.00 9,600.00
11-2320-610 SUPPLIES 15,700.00 23,182.33 16.000.00 16,000.00
11-2320-611 MAINTENANCE CONTRACTED 2,700.00 500.00 2,400.00 2,400.00
11-2320-741 EQUIPMENT 4,400.00 32,112.28 4,500.00 6,500.00
11-2320-810 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS 6,250.00 5,866.72 6.300.00 6,400.00
11-2320-870 CONTINGENCY 1,500.00 4,038.63 1.500.00 2,500.00
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